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 May, 2009

 BGTB ANNUAL 

PICNIC BY THE 
BAY
May 18, 2009
7:00 PM

It’s time to have 
an evening of 

eating and visiting and no business. I’m 
looking forward to an evening of fun and 
connecting with some new bromeliads 
and plants at the auction.

As usual, the club will be furnishing the 
meat, drinks, condiments, cups, plates 
and eating utensils.  Just a reminder to 
all of you who signed up to bring food, 
please bring the proper utensils to serve 
your food.  There isn’t any available for 
our use at the Garden Club.  If you 
didn’t sign up for a dish, just bring your 
favorite casserole, salad, or dessert.

This is a great time to invite your friends 
and neighbors to visit the BGTB and 

!

introduce them to bromeliads and a fun 
time.  Members, please remember to be 
friendly to all our guests and make them 
feel welcome.

Also bring a couple of your best plants for 
the auction.  The auction is not limited to 
bromeliads and we always enjoy many 
other plants that members bring to auction 
as well as our bromeliads. This is our main 
fund raiser for the year, so please be 
generous with your plants and bidding.

I also want to thank all the “Birthday 
People” each month for bringing 
refreshments.  It is an easy way for all of us 
to remember when it’s our turn to bring 
them … plus you get a chance to win the 
“Birthday Bromeliad!”  Our thanks to Verna 
Dickey and the other workers who make 
sure that we have kitchen supplies, eating 
utensils and drinks at the monthly meeting.

The summer heat is upon us, so try to 
protect your plants from the midday sun.  
Once a week watering should be sufficient 
until the summer rains kick in. Don’t forget 
to protect yourself with sunglasses and lots 
of sunscreen.

   Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay

Newsletter

President’s Message
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Some upcoming bromeliad events we 
have to look forward to are as follows:

August 14th - 15th, 2009 will be a 
Plant Society 
Sale held by the Seminole Bromeliad 
and Tropical Plant Society Sale, 
Sanford Garden Club, 200 Fairmont 
Drive, Sanford.

November 13th - 15th, 2009 will be 
the Annual Extravaganza sponsored 
by the Florida Council of Bromeliad 
Society will be hosted by the 
Bromeliad Society of Central Florida 
in Orlando on November 14, 2009 at 
the Renaissance Orlando Hotel 
(Airport) at 5445 Forbes Place, 
Orlando, Florida.  

There is no entry fee for the event but 
if you would like to attend the Friday 
night dessert social it is $10 per 
person and the Saturday night 
banquet is $50.00 per person. 

There will be a special Hotel rate for 
the event and their Society is busy 
making plans to make this an 
enjoyable event. 

November 21st - 22nd, 2009 will be a 
plant sale held by the Treasure Coast 
Bromeliad Society, 10:00-4:00, held 
at the Heathcote Botanical Gardens, 
210 Savannah Road, Ft. Pierce, 
Florida.

December 4th - 6th, 2009 will be a 
Judged Show and Sale held by The 
Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society, 
Terry Park, Fort Myers, Florida. Show 
and Sale open to the public Saturday, 
Dec. 5th 9am -5pm, and Sunday, 
Dec. 6th, 10am - 4pm.   They always 
have great shows and lots of 
bromeliads for sale.

July 26 to August 1, 2010 will be the 
next World Bromeliad Conference to 
be held in New Orleans, LA at the 
Astor Crowne Plaza.  If you are a BSI 
member, you will receive a discount 
in your registration to the conference. 
If you aren’t a member of the BSI, 
please see me at the meeting for a 
form to join. 

The BGTB annual membership dues 
are$25.00 for single and $30.00 for 
family (at one address). See Paula 
Benway, Treasurer if you have not 
renewed your membership for this 
year or if you wish to join. 

I will be looking forward to seeing you 
at the May Picnic so pack up the food 
and we’ll see you on Monday, May 
18, 2009.  Doors will be open about 
6:00 P.M. so plan to arrive by 6:30 
PM so we can promptly start our meal 
at 7:00 PM to be followed by the 
auction as soon as the meal is 
concluded. 

Looking forward to seeing you there!

Tom Wolfe
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President Tom Wolfe called the meeting to 
order.

Eileen Kahl introduced new members, 
returning members, and 2 guests.

There were several corrections to the 
Newsletter from last month:

 Dave Fulkerson said the display of 
Bromeliads at the Show was done by Kay 
Miller -- he just brought the plants.

 The Minutes had H.T. Sisco as a 
Director and it should have been Beverly 
Sisco, and Bob Benway should have been 
added.

Steve Byram made a motion to accept 
minutes as corrected and it was seconded by 
Carol Wolfe.

Dave Johnston said we should give Marilyn 
Byram a hand for the great job she is doing 
on the Newsletter.  All agreed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Given by Paula Benway. 
Ending balance is $12,687.94  She reminded 
all that membership dues are due now and 
will be delinquent after May.

Workshop:  Presented by Jason Mellica on 
“How to Mount Bromeliads”.  He explained 
how he drills a hole in driftwood and uses 
Gorilla Glue in the hole and on the 
stoleniferous bromeliad to attach them.  Also 
uses a Tillandsia next to the bromeliad.  
Neoregelias and Tillandsias are better to use 
-- Guzmanias and Vriesas need more water.

Committee Reports:  Dave Johnston reported 
on the USF Plant Sale -- the club got $200.00 
from the sales.  He commended on the Garcia 
Family for the good job they did.  Tom Wolfe 

introduced Kay Miller as the chairperson of 
the Garden Club Show and she presented 3 
prizes:

 Verna Dickey received a picture for the 
Best Live Plant Arrangement

 Barbara Easton received a picture for 
the Best Bromeliad

 Tom Wolfe received a vase for the 
Most Blue Ribbons in the Section.

New Business:  Installation of officers for 
2009-2010.

 President:  Tom Wolfe

 Vice President:  Ed Konczeski

 Secretary:  Verna Dickey

 Treasurer:  Paula Benway

 Directors:  Barret Bassick, Kathleen 
Ledbetter, Bob Teems, Eileen Hart, Beverly 
Sisco and Bob Benway.

Ed Konczeski sent around a list for food to 
bring to the May Picnic.

Show and Tell:  Verna Dickey, Barret 
Bassick, Dave Johnston, Randy Garcia, Lyla 
Shepard, and Jason Mellica all showed plants 
they brought.

Motion to adjourn meeting by Dave 
Fulkerson, seconded by Paula Benway.

Break for Refreshments

Program:  Tom Wolfe on “Bromeliad Trivia” 
which included Pests, Potting Mixes, PH of 
the soil and Fertilizers.

Raffle

Respectfully Submitted by Verna L. Dickey, 
Acting Secretary for Beverly Sisco
 

BROMELIAD GUILD OF TAMPA BAY

MINUTES OF MEETING

April 20, 2009
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L-R, Eileen Hart, director; Verna Dickey, secretary; Paula Benway, treasurer; Ed Konczeski, vice president; 

Tom Wolfe, president; Barret Bassick, director; Bob Teems, director; Bob Benway, director. (Not pictured, 

Kathleen Ledbetter and Beverly Sisco, directors) 

2009-2010 Officers and Directors

Meeting of April 20

 

Kay and Steve Chat Before the Meeting Jason’s Workshop on Mounting Tips Tom Demonstrates a pH Meter

Randy’s Show & Tell Verna with her Hands Full Dave’s Amazing Swap
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Pup Removal 2009

By Odean Head

from Bromeliad Society of Houston Newsletter

March 2009

I am looking forward to spring but the weather 

has been very erratic lately. We have one day with 

the temperature moving on up into the 80's like it 

was going to skip spring and go directly to 

summer. Then we have two nights in a row 

back down in the 30's. The winds seem to be much 

stronger than usual and my plastic is blowing loose 

in big areas around my structure. I would like to go 

ahead and take it down but there is still that 

possibility of a real cold spell. I also like to wait for 

the two big oak trees in the yard to drop most of their 

blooms. The blooms would fill up the bromeliad 

cups and create quite a mess to clean.

When the plastic comes off, the big transition to 

summer positioning begins. This is the time that I 

prefer to remove pups, as time permits. The 

warming temperatures will stimulate faster root 

development of the pups. Determine first if the 

pups are large enough to remove. They grow 

faster while they are still on their mother and when 

they are cut too small, it usually stunts their growth. 

The pups are large enough to be removed when you 

can see root development or when they become 

one-third to one-half the size of their mother. If 

the plant is stoloniferous (plants formed on the end 

of extended caudexes/stems from the mother) you 

may prefer to leave the pups on allowing them to 

form a clump. This will create a pleasing display of 

your plant if the pups' stolons are long enough to 

give them room to form their normal shape and size. 

Leaving the pups on their mother will cause them to 

grow faster but will limit the number of pups the 

mother will produce.

In many cases a mother will start with only one 

pup and put all of her energy toward its growth and 

may cause it to become too leggy when left on too 

long. If you remove this pup the mother will 

normally put on two or more new pups. If you are 

really interested  in propagating a plant you should 

remove its pups as soon as they are big enough.

Exceptions to this are the few guzmanias and 

vrieseas that will have only one or two pups which 

form and come up through the middle of the mother 

plant. Since these are the only pups that the mother 

will have and it is pretty much destroyed when 

removing the pups, you should allow the pups to be 

almost full size before removing them. In fact, I 

usually do not even remove these pups but will wait 

and separate them when the mother is gone. The 

best example I can think of is Vriesea splendens and 

hybrids made with it.

Removing pups can be an easy task unless 

you have never done it. It is normal to be a little 

apprehensive the first few times you cut a pup, 

especially when it is jammed up next to the mother 

plant, for fear that you will damage one of the plants. 

The pup should be severed somewhere between the 

pup's roots and the mother plant. Pups jammed next 

to their mother should be cut as near the mother 

plant as possible to leave them the best foundation 

for potting firmly in the pot. If I happen to cut into 

the soft tissue of the pup I will seal it with 

RooTone and let it harden off a little before 

potting it. Roots will form at the base of the plant 

(between the plant and the caudex/stem). Pups are 

easily rooted if potted properly which we will 

discuss another day.

I use three different methods for removing pups. 

I will use a pair of hand snippets when there is ample 

space available. If I can't see or feel where the pup 

comes out I will un-pot the plant to be sure 

where to cut. Sometimes the pup will just snap off 

when I place the thumb of one hand against the base 

of the mother plant and apply some side to side 

pressure on the pup with the other hand. Be careful 

that you do not apply so much pressure that it 

breaks too close to the pup plant. When this 

happens, use your rooting hormone to harden it off 

before planting. There are times when the plant is so 

close to its mother that you cannot get to it with 

snipers and it does not respond to the hand method. 

In these cases you need a good sharp knife to cut it 

off. A serrated knife is usually more effective when a 

sawing motion is needed.

 
 

Cultural Tips
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    Officers for 2009-2010

      President:   Tom Wolfe 813-961-1475 bromeliadsociety@juno.com
   Vice Pres.:   Ed Konczeski  813-871-3449 josetteanded@hotmail.com
   Treasurer:    Paula Benway  813-985-3584 paulabenway@aol.com
   Secretary:    Verna Dickey 813-685-1055 vernald@verizon.net
    
   Directors:     Barret Bassick 352-799-2652 barretb@myway.com
! ! ! ! !     Bob Benway 813-985-3584 paulabenway@aol.com

         Eileen Hart 813-920-2987
         Kathleen Ledbetter 813-228-0690 tedkathled@aol.com 
                Beverly Sisco  813-968-5726 siscofl1@msn.com
         Bob Teems 813-855-0938 teems@tampabay.rr.com

        

  Committee Chairs
  Parliamentarian:  Lyla Shepard 
  Librarians:  Paula Benway and Verna Dickey   
  Raffle:  Randy Garcia 
  Show:  Tom Wolfe 
  Newsletter:  Marilyn Byram  
  Membership:  Eileen Kahl 
  Publicity:  Bob Teems 
  Programs:  Tom Wolfe  
  Sunshine:  Eileen Prins   

Happy Birthday to:    Judith Pope-Champagne and Mary Louise Wojahn.

We will have a special drawing for one of the lucky birthday people to take home a nice 

bromeliad as a gift from the club. Since we are having our picnic this month, please 

bring refreshments to the June meeting.

Please notify Eileen Prins of any illness, surgery, birth of a child, death in the family, or 

other concerns you or another member may have.  

Call 727-546-9590 or email at sprins1012@earthlink.net

! ! !

      

      

! ! ! ! !   

      

 

 

 

Valkaria Tropical Gardens

Dues are Due!
Don’t forget to renew your membership to The Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay. Your 

2008-2009 membership expired on May 1. Please fill out the membership application on the 

following page and bring it to the next meeting or mail it to Paula Benway at 1225 N. 

Riverhills Dr., Temple Terrace, FL 33617.
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 Membership Application/Renewal 
 

Memberships:  May 1 to April 30 each Year 
 
Please Print 
 
Name ______________________________________ Birth Month  __________ 

Second Name ________________________________ Birth Month  __________ 

 Phone (_____)__________________ Email _____________________________ 

 Address __________________________________________________________ 

 City ________________________________ State __________ ZIP __________ 
 
Date of Application ____________________________ 

 

Please check one:           

 _____ $25.00 Single Membership      

 _____ $30.00 Family Membership     

                

Referred by:             

________________________________ 

 

Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay, Inc.  

Established 1963   

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of every month.  

Plant sales at 7:00 p.m. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.   

Where: Tampa Garden Club  

2629 Bayshore Blvd, Tampa  

Informative programs, Show & Tell, plant sales, door prizes, raffle & 

refreshments 
 

BGTB is affiliated with Bromeliad Society International, The Cryptanthus Society, Inc., 

National Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc., Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc., 

and Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota, FL.  

Make checks payable to:  BGTB

Submit with application to a member or 

mail to:

Paula Benway

1225 N. Riverhills Dr.

Temple Terrace, FL 33617



Bromeliad Guild of  Tampa  Bay Newsletter                    May, 2009              
 

The Bromeliad Guild of  Tampa Bay, Inc. was organized in 1963.  
BGTB is affiliated with the following: Bromeliad Society 
International, The Cryptanthus Society, Inc., National Council of  
Bromeliad Societies, Inc., Florida Council of  Bromeliad 
Societies, Inc., and Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota, FL.
Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of  every month. 
Plant sales at 7:00 p.m. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.  
Where: Tampa Garden Club, 2629 Bayshore Blvd., Tampa 
Informative programs, workshops, Show & Tell, plant sales, door 
prizes, raffle & refreshments 
Visitors welcome!

NEWSLETTER OF THE 
BROMELIAD GUILD 
OF TAMPA BAY, INC. 
21535 Northwood Dr. 
Lutz, Florida 33549


