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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE JULY, 2020
Hello Folks,
Well, it is another “no go” for our July Bromeliad Guild of
Tampa Bay meeting even though the Christ the King Catholic
Church will allow us to meet there this month. I canvased the
membership and only nine members said that they would
probably attend the July 20th meeting.
This isn’t enough to support our speakers. We had quite a line up of speakers for you
this year and we are sorry that we were not able to have them come. Let’s shoot for
an August meeting and hopefully things will be better and more people can attend.
When you are working in your bromeliads, save some for the raffle table. When we do
meet, let’s have lots of bromeliads to share with others. By August, everyone’s yard
should be immaculate so maybe we can have some home tours. In the meantime,
send our Newsletter Editor your pictures and information to share with
us. (bgtbnewsletter@gmail.com)
Bromeliad meetings, like all other organizations, have just about come to a halt
around the state. The Seminole Bromeliad and Tropical Plant Society have been able
to hold a sale and a meeting and were very successful at both. Some organizations
are considering using Zoom meetings for their membership to tune into the meetings
via the computer.

For many years, I developed a new bromeliad program each year that I gave to the
clubs around the state. Many of these programs are on powerpoint. I am considering
how to share some of these power point programs with you via the Newsletter email
as a link that you could view. The bromeliads on the slides are all identified and
labeled. However, it would be a tremendous job to check all the name changes so
we will use the names as labeled at that time. Perhaps, we could get some
volunteers to help with a name change program in the future. There is no narration
on the program but sometime in the future, we may add narration to the slides (time
permitting). The photography is some of Carol’s beautiful bromeliad pictures that she
has been taking for many years. We thought it would be fun if we could attach a
slide program to the Newsletter each month, especially during the months that we
are not having a program and you could view at your leisure. CLICK HERE or go to
https://www.fcbs.org/newsletters/BGTB/Wolfe's_backyard_PP.pptx for the slide
show. (Note: (Note: it will take a few minutes to load and if the program doesn’t start
after it is downloaded, you may have to press F5 on the top row to start the slide
show. To stop the slide show, hit escape.)
If you have ideas of things we can do to further our bromeliad interest or activities,
be sure to email (bromscape@outlook.com) or call (813 391-1542) and share your
ideas with me. I am thankful for Marilyn Byram as she has kept us current with our
BGTB Newsletter. Thanks Marilyn for a great job!
John Boardman, member of the Bromeliad Society of Orlando, a great bromeliad
grower and hybridizer will be our guest speaker for August. Let’s hope that we can
meet so that you can meet John and see some of his great hybrids.
Looking forward to seeing you soon!
Cheers,
Tom

(Taken from the Bromeliad Society of Central
Florida, July 2020 Newsletter.)

JOHN BOARDMAN, a great bromeliad grower and hybridizer, will be our guest
speaker for BGTB Meeting in August, 2020. This will be his first time to speak to
our club and we are honored that John would present us with a program.

John Boardman started collecting bromeliads in 1990 after winning several
bromeliads on a public television auction. He joined the Bromeliad Society of
Central Florida that same year and became active in showing bromeliads. At the
2002 World Bromeliad Conference in Saint Petersburg, he won Best Neoregelia
with a mounted multiple of Neoregelia ‘Ronald’. Years later he became an
accredited Bromeliad Society International Master Judge. John’s favorite genus is
Neoregelia for the amazing colors and patterns on the foliage. He grows
bromeliads in Saint Cloud, FL under a 35’ x 30’ greenhouse, also growing many
different genera, but his favorite is growing variegated Neoregelias. John has
registered 5 Neoregelias with the Bromeliad Society International -bsi.org - all
taken from the same grex parented by: Seed plant Rainbow Carcharodon and
Pollen plant Neoregelia Galaxy. Both parent plants pictured below.

Neoregelia ‘Galaxy’

Neoregelia ‘Rainbow Carcharodon’

Definitions were added to a few of John's broms names that may have been an inspiration
while naming.
Definition of Illume: make lighter or brighter, to provide, cover, or fill with light. Stevie Nicks
was an inspiration for naming this plant: One of my favorite songs on the record is called
Illume. I wrote it about what happened on 9-11. ~Stevie Nicks,
NEOREGELIA ‘Illume’
Boardman J
2007
Mature rosette to 26cms. diameter. Leaf width 5 cms. Broad, bronzed brick red or tan foliage
with some broken yellowish green cross-banding and speckling on inner leaves. Reg. Doc.
4/2015. Country of origin: Florida U.S.A.
Seed Parent: Rainbow Carcharodon Pollen Parent: Galaxy

Definition of foo fighter: any of various unidentified flying objects, as reported by Allied
pilots during World War II. Foo Fighters are one of John's favorite bands.

NEOREGELIA ‘Foo Fighter’
Boardman J
2007
Mature open rosette to 27cm. diameter. In strong light, broad (7cm. wide) fuchsia pink leaves
on new growth with some cream / green spots and patches. Outer foliage portions mature to
brick red. Reg. Doc. 4/2017. Country of origin: Florida USA
Seed Parent: Rainbow Carcharodon
Pollen Parent: Galaxy

Definition of Polaris: the brightest star in the constellation
NEOREGELIA ‘Polaris’
Boardman J
2007
Mature rosette to 35cm. diameter. In strong light, broad (4cm. wide) bronzed green leaves
overlaid with russett red outer leaves, mid-pink new growth speckled cream plus darker red,
punctated cross-banding. Reg. Doc. 4/2017. Country of origin: Florida USA
Seed Parent: Rainbow Carcharodon
Pollen Parent: Galaxy

NEOREGELIA ‘Lost Galaxy’
Boardman, John
2007
Mature, open compact rosette to 26 cm diameter. Relatively broad leaves, width 6cm. each. In
strong light, random lime green patches and garnet red / cerise pink leaves spotted white and
speckled lime green. Reg. Doc. 4/2019 Country of origin: Florida USA
Seed Parent: Galaxy Pollen
Parent: Rainbow Carcharodon

Definition of Meteoroid: a small body moving in the solar system that would become a
meteor if it entered the earth's atmosphere.

NEOREGELIA ‘Meteoroid’
Boardman, John
2007
Mature, open rosette to 50cm. diameter. In strong light, arching, broad, glossy, maroon
leaves with some green / pink / dark purple spots and mottling. The central cup turns rosy
pink at blooming. Reg. Doc. 6/2020. Country of origin: Florida USA
Seed Parent: Rainbow Carcharodon
Pollen Parent: Galaxy

Information on John Boardman from Orlandiana: Newsletter of the Bromeliad Society of
Central Florida Volume no. 47, Issue no. 06

Since we haven’t met in a few months, we should keep in touch through our
newsletter! Many of us have been beautifying our gardens and working on our
bromeliad collections during the pandemic. So please send me a few pictures and
share with us what you have been doing. Send to bgtbnewsletter@gmail.com
Marilyn

July Birthdays: Happy Birthday to Lindsay Eagle, Dave
Johnston, Beverly Millar, John Miller, and Chris Robinson.

Sunshine Greetings
Please notify Verna Dickey of any illness, surgery, birth of a child, death in
the family, or other concerns you or another member may have.
Call 813-685-1055 or email vernald@verizon.net.

Officers for 2020
President: Tom Wolfe 813-391-1542 bromscape@outlook.com
Vice President: Steve Byram 813-361-4035 byramsteve@gmail.com
Treasurer: Rick Hunter 813-657-2305 rg.hunter@verizon.net
Secretary: Marcia Hunter 813-657-2305 rg.hunter@verizon.net
Newsletter Editor: Marilyn Byram 813-563-1532 bgtbnewsletter@gmail.com
Directors:
Verna Dickey 813-685-1055 vernald@verizon.net
Mark Victor 727-271-0497 chermar75@yahoo.com
Carol Wolfe 813-376-5251 bromscape@outlook.com

Bromeliads Online
Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay www.bromeliadguildoftampabay.org
Look for us on Facebook Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay
Atlanta Botanical Garden
Atlanta, GA

Bromeliad Society International— www.bsi.org
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies— www.fcbs.org
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens— www.selby.org
Bromeliads Online - http://www.bromeliads.co.nz/index.html
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The Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay, Inc. was organized in 1963.
BGTB is affiliated with the following: Bromeliad Society International,
The Cryptanthus Society, Inc., Florida Council of Bromeliad
Societies, Inc., and Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota, FL.
When: Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of every month.
Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Where: Christ the King Catholic Church, McLoughlin Center Room
C, 821 South Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa
Informative programs, workshops, Show & Tell, plant sales, door
prizes, raffle & refreshments
Visitors welcome!
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