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           PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

At the October meeting, Tom and Carol Wolfe presented a new 
program entitled “Bromeliads in Paradise”, a power point 
program featuring specimen plants photographed by Carol at 
various bromeliad shows and venues around the country. For 
the first time, Tom and Carol teamed up on the narration to 
present interesting and humorous stories and experiences with 
bromeliads and the people that love them! 

Show and Tell was anemic so please bring a nice plant, perhaps in bloom that you 
think worthy of displaying and sharing with the group. Other members will learn from 
your experiences and helps them to grow their bromeliads.  

 Also the raffle table needed more plants. Bring your extra, clean, labeled plants for 
the monthly raffle! We’ll have lots of room, so bring all you want.  This helps our new 
members get their collections started. Everyone should bring at least one plant or pup 
for the raffle table.  

Please remember, all plants must be clean, free of loose dirt or scale, and labeled 
(genus, species). Bring money to buy raffle tickets! 
Ken Stokes has done an impressive job with the refreshment table. Our thanks to all 
those that brought food and helped. There was an abundance of delicious food!  

We will need to elect our 2022 officers and directors.  They were nominated as 
follows: 
President, Julie Lessard; Vice President, Carol Wolfe; Secretary, Steve Byram; 
Treasurer, Rick Hunter; Newsletter Editor, Marilyn Byram; Directors: Mike Foley, 
Martha Kirby, Tom Wolfe as immediate Past President. 

Tom Wolfe, President 
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BGTB PROGRAM: 
7:00 PM Monday, November 15, 2021 

Speaker: John Boardman 
American Legion Building 

6918 North Florida Avenue, Tampa, FL 33604 
“AMAZING TYPES OF VARIEGATIONS IN BROMELIADS” 

John Boardman will be speaking about the amazing types of variegations found in 
bromeliads. Neoregelias are his favorites, but he grows a wide variety of genera and 
has an extensive collection of variegated Chester Skotak creations.
John got hooked on bromeliads in 1982 after winning several bromeliads in a public 
television auction. He’s been an active member of the Bromeliad Society of Central 
Florida since 1990, serving as President and Vice President. John is also a Bromeliad 
Society International Master Judge and enjoys participating in bromeliad shows as a 
committee member, competitor, and judge throughout Florida, Louisiana, and Texas. 
His plants have won many top awards in local shows and World Conferences, 
including an impressive 14 BSI “Best in Show” awards. His bromeliad collection thrives 
in a 35’ x 30’ greenhouse in Saint Cloud, Florida.
We are fortunate that after many years, we are able to have John come and speak to 
our club. This will be a hands on presentation so don’t miss it. Bring someone with you 
to the meeting to see and buy John’s great bromeliads! John is an excellent grower 
and I’m sure he will have some excellent plants for sale so bring plenty of cash.   



John grows many different genera, but his favorite is variegated Neoregelias. John 
has registered 5 Neoregelias with the Bromeliad Society International -bsi.org - all 
taken from the same grex parented by: Seed plant Rainbow Carcharodon and Pollen 
plant Neoregelia Galaxy. Both parent plants pictured below. 

Definitions were added to a few of John's broms names that may have been an inspiration 
while naming. 

Definition of Illume: make lighter or brighter, to provide, cover, or fill with light. Stevie Nicks 
was an inspiration for naming this plant: One of my favorite songs on the record is called 
Illume. I wrote it about what happened on 9-11. ~Stevie Nicks,

NEOREGELIA ‘Illume’ Boardman J 2007
Mature rosette to 26cms. diameter. Leaf width 5 cms. Broad, bronzed brick red or tan foliage 
with some broken yellowish green cross-banding and speckling on inner leaves. Reg. Doc. 
4/2015. Country of origin: Florida U.S.A. 
Seed Parent: Rainbow Carcharodon  Pollen Parent: Galaxy

Neoregelia ‘Galaxy’ Neoregelia ‘Rainbow Carcharodon’



Definition of foo fighter: any of various unidentified flying objects, as reported by Allied pilots 
during World War II. Foo Fighters are one of John's favorite bands.

NEOREGELIA ‘Foo Fighter’ Boardman J 2007
Mature open rosette to 27cm. diameter. In strong light, broad (7cm. wide) fuchsia pink leaves on 
new growth with some cream / green spots and patches. Outer foliage portions mature to brick 
red. Reg. Doc. 4/2017. Country of origin: Florida USA 
Seed Parent: Rainbow Carcharodon Pollen Parent: Galaxy



Definition of Polaris: the brightest star in the constellation

NEOREGELIA ‘Polaris’ Boardman J 2007
Mature rosette to 35cm. diameter. In strong light, broad (4cm. wide) bronzed green leaves 
overlaid with russett red outer leaves, mid-pink new growth speckled cream plus darker red, 
punctated cross-banding. Reg. Doc. 4/2017. Country of origin: Florida USA 
Seed Parent: Rainbow Carcharodon Pollen Parent: Galaxy

NEOREGELIA ‘Lost Galaxy’ Boardman, John 2007 
Mature, open compact rosette to 26 cm diameter. Relatively broad leaves, width 6cm. each. In 
strong light, random lime green patches and garnet red / cerise pink leaves spotted white and 
speckled lime green. Reg. Doc. 4/2019 Country of origin: Florida USA 
Seed Parent: Galaxy Pollen Parent: Rainbow Carcharodon



Definition of Meteoroid: a small body moving in the solar system that would become a meteor 
if it entered the earth's atmosphere.

NEOREGELIA ‘Meteoroid’ Boardman, John 2007 
Mature, open rosette to 50cm. diameter. In strong light, arching, broad, glossy, maroon leaves 
with some green / pink / dark purple spots and mottling. The central cup turns rosy pink at 
blooming. Reg. Doc. 6/2020. Country of origin: Florida USA 
Seed Parent: Rainbow Carcharodon Pollen Parent: Galaxy

Information on John Boardman from Orlandiana: Newsletter of the Bromeliad Society of 
Central Florida Volume no. 47, Issue no. 06

Winter is on the way so in order to make your plants as hardy as possible, refrain from fertilizing until 
the lst of March. Fertilizer will produce new growth, thereby making your plants much weaker and more 
tender.  
The only exception is if your plants are in a controlled environment (greenhouse) but even then fertilize 
very lightly as plants’ growths tend to slow down in the winter months. This goes for most plants not 
just bromeliads. 
If you have duplicate plants (not the rare ones) leave one of them exposed to the elements all winter 
and report back as to how well they do at various temperatures and conditions. You will need a 
maximum/minimum thermometer to record the high and record the low each night.  One of these 
thermometers should be available at Lowes, Home Depot or Amazon at approximately $30.00 each. 
I have compiled a list of cold hardy plants so I would be interested in any of your findings.  

By Tom Wolfe 



Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay 
Minutes of Meeting October 18 2021 

Business Meeting Called to Order by President, Tom Wolfe 

Welcoming of visitors: Kirk and Alessandra Thor 

Secretary’s report as published in the newsletter was accepted. 

Treasurer’s report: by Rick Hunter. Will be filed for audit. 

New Business: Mike Foley introduced the proposed slate of nominations for the coming 
year:  
 President - Julie Lessard 
 Vice President - Carol Wolfe 
 Secretary - Steve Byram 
 Treasurer Rick Hunter 
 Directors - Mike Foley, Martha Kirby, Tom Wolfe 
 Newsletter Editor - Marilyn Byram 

Members enjoyed refreshments before the program. 
  
Program: Tom and Carol Wolfe gave a very good presentation with colorful slides of many 
varieties of bromeliads. Carol took the pictures of the plants and the members enjoyed their 
explanations and experience with growing bromeliads. A special thanks to Tom and Carol for 
all that they do for the Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay. Tom also writes the Beginner’s Corner 
in the Newsletter. We appreciate the advice and helpful tips. 

Meeting adjourned 

Raffle: Steve Byram explained the raffle table and lucky winners were able to take home a 
new bromeliad. 

Thinking of you - The whole club would like to say a special thinking of you to Bob and 
Verna Dickey. We hop Bob will feel better soonl 

Respectfully submitted,  
Marcia Hunter 



BGTB MEETING OCTOBER 18, 2021 SNAPSHOTS

Refreshments
Refreshments for the November meeting will be provided by the Byrams, 
the Victors, and Kenneth Stokes (drinks). 
If anyone who is supposed to bring something to the meeting and cannot 
make it, they should call Kenneth Stokes, even if it is at the last minute. 
His # is 813-486-8532. 

Call to Order - Tom Wolfe Nominating Committee Report  
Mike Foley

Treasurer’s Report - Rick Hunter

Refreshment Time Fall Bromeliad Arrangement 
Kennth Stokes

Fall Bromeliad Arrangement 
Kennth Stokes

Enjoying Refreshments Program - Tom and Carol Wolfe Raffle


