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CATCHING UP, STAYING EVEN
Carol Wolfe, Editor
March, April andMay are wonderful montk for taking pictures while bromeliadsare bloomingandin their full glory!
My very favorite all time photo ithe Neoregeligohanniso D e R oHefroat cawver Evér sincephotayraphing itmany
years agpl have loved the plantt is gorgeous Some of thepictures of Aechmeas, Tillandsias, Dyckias, Neoregelips,
and othergakenthis monthcan be seethroughout tis Newsletter.
The bi gener ic XAndrol aechmea 0 De an, planteditsoutsaade dur derswtindow,jifme
; S was a large greebromeliad. Each morning wh@perng the blinds, Ibarely paid any attention
to it. Nevertheless, one mornirgs if out of nowhere, the leaves became more brilliant changing
+ from a solid green to bright red and deep purpliewas quite aransformationasyou will see
from the picture in this issue! Tom gives us more information about tlanstlhd plant |n hIS
article, xAndrolaechmea. 7 K R
Have you ever had a stray dogoatt to take up at your hous&heyhave
a sixth sense thateep downsomewhereyou realy like them so they ;i\
hang aroundWell this is the waya large Tillandsia utriculata attaetl ,‘
itself to the ligustrum tre@ust outsideour front door.You cannotmiss §
seeingit daily. There are no otherF. utriculatas on our propertso we X0
‘3 were surprisedvhen this large specimen appaehre and t h e \N§ 60
U:l-;gn‘jjsstlg‘;” ”egc‘\’/‘v”(t):‘fe spike abovethe top of the tree. In fact, or maybe fictidhe ligustrum &
tree tends to attract bromeliads it has many Tillandsigs on it: T, % ;
bulbosa, Tstreptocarpdblue flowers and fragrant]. sdacea,T. usenoidesT. recurvatagnd T. ’Tmands'aut‘nculata n -
utriculaia. None of thesavasplanted on the treleut thetree is full of Tillandsias Ligustrum tree
Congratulations tohie Bromeliad Society of South Florida their annual Show and Sateldon oo
April 16, & 17, 2016 at Fairchild Tropical GarderiRobert Meyer, President and Newsletter Editor, Atzh Herndon,
Show Chairman and theinembersput ona great showlThe quality and quantity dBSSFshow plants equalsome
Bromeliad World Conferences. If ydhavenot been to one of their sh@yplan now to attend next year araiywill be
delightedseeing he Soci et yds Br ovimitng Famctild Gandens as wel | as
Y Sandy Rothserved \
the Judges and guesigll A\
lunch and theihad a
| great partyFriday
eveningin her
beautiful gardermat
her home. She
provided delicious
drinks inreal
coconuts, gredbod,
and a timeelaxing
g | andrenewing
Fairchild Tropica ens, Miami j acquaintances Party for Miami Show Judges and workers.
As an extra bonus, Fairchild Gardens hadGley d e But c her e x hiorbdisplgy n thePart budiding. ¥t | n
was a greappportunity to see hiworld famous black and white photographou might come away from the weekend in
Miami sayingthing | i ke, #Alt just doesndt get any better than
My thanks to Teresa Cooper for all her hard work in givingrusigdatedeport on her work with the weevil, to Karen
Andreas as dways for her interesting articledor Jay Thurrott for hisnformative articleand picturesabout pests that
affect our bromeliadsto Pat Gonazles for the draft of the FCBS meeting, and to Wadfie for his article on the
xAndrolaehmea. Hope you enjdjyourdo Newsletter!
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Left Dean FairchildVickie Chirnside, andbteveSeal &Mary Seal Center: BSI President and Judgiay Thurrott
talking with Miami Show Chairman, Alan HerndqrRight: Rick Ryals,MichaelOverman Seve HoppinFracisco
Cardosand others relaxingtSa ndy 6 spar§ar d e n

BSSF Bromeliad Show
Winners on the head
table on the stage
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a oCfouBrcomel i ad Societies, | nc.
SW 109 Street3, 45Mi ami , FL 33176
Mi nutes February 27, 2016 (Revise

This meeti ndpywashehdBsgtoenkl i ad Society of Tampa B

Club, Tampa, Florida. The meeting was called t
Attendance: Tom Wolfe (BGTB), Carol Wolfe)(FGOB
O6Steen (SBS) , Mi ke Michal ski (BSSF) , Patty Go
(SBTPS, FCBS Treasurer), Calandra Thurrott (FE
Gregory Kolojueski (SBTPS), Joseph MzBS)i,miBsdtisay
(BSCF) , Lisa Robinette (BSCF), Mi chael Andreas
Committee), Mari ela Cabezas (GBS Guest), Ra mon
Steven Provost (BSI Archives CoVimeky e@hi,r Teres
Chairman). Nine Societies were represented.
\ 7
‘ : A" (9
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AR ; % “'.
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4 = A
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FCBS Representatives meet Gog fCo&tnttrtye Claunbpa P a
hosted by the Bromeliad Guild of Tampa

l ntroduct

ion of TNewc Membielr swel comed Ramon Cabs-s
Gainesville

and his wife Mariela Cabezas was a




Reports andViUplkdyte@mlsi:rnsi de reported that a jud|ge
2016 at Dean Fairchilddéds home and Jay Thurrott| b
Karen Andreas requested thatstate mi hat eshoéeWeeCdi
commi ttee. Moti on was made by Susan Sousa angd
carried.

Treasurer s SRdpoHi pdgl éyh eprfe sneamtce -2 ¥1 6r. e p AAr th eavs dfofn

Teresa Cooper PH.D gives the FCBS her |l atest re
Right of Teresa: CWNackmaf€hofnshdeCouncil and representat
Soci ety Dave Johnson and John O&6Steen representin
and Steven Provost, BSI Archives Committee
made by FWC for the Weevil Fund in the amount
audit.
Webmaster: RBMpohael Andreas reported that photoo
give him society news, show dates and meeting
each society. Mi chael suggested that we check
to send it to him or call hi m.
Newsl| ettt erCaRemgdorWol fe thanked everyone for thdgi




photos or any interesting informatifom. tBwee mytxhi n

The newsletter editors in each club should forjwa
Weevi | ReBre.arTcehrresa Cooper reported that an aifyf

the Enchanted Foresbgwesh vel bei egr snadP at the
colony is sllowlayd aghted wiremgent |l 'y vi sited the Fakalha
the devastation continues. She estimates 80 %t loly

working on potential funding and contributions]| a
Weevi | Co mmirtetneeAndreas is working on a summar]|y
Fund from its inception. She noted that suppor|ti
in FCBS.

BSI Newsy: Thurrott, BSI President reported thlat
Bromeliad Society and South Africa. This is Jalbé6:
BSI Arichi St

Provost rep|

archives | oc|

areempto th¢

They ref

i nformati on
Gardens whic
catal oged.

BSI Archives
an Il nternet
UCF Library|g
homepage. At
t he homepag
books/ catalo
search catygle

BSI .

ol d

Busi ness: —

Extravaganzal

Wol f e repor| -

Tampa Bay i s

for a venue

wi || be some ) >

summer . StandfFaBsosRuMi&e Michal ski and Patty Gon
need to b e revepreesks entWenagyv it he Bromel i ad Soci ety 0]
committee Sh"érue|ad;urebeof the FCBS, representing

added to the rPUfRls Society
Sudi Hi psl ey requested uros ememits.i tWdarhdei nsg eiark etrh ¢ ez
how much can be given for this purpose. Karen An
Susan Sousa requested that each Society submit]l e
3-1516.
New BusiSnenscse: Kay Klugh is no | onger a Counci l R
be a signer on the bank account in her place. |[Ca
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Steve Provost made a motion to approve Cal andr]a
Kl ugh. Lisa seconded the motion and the motion| c
order for the bank to accept Calandra as a sighe
Theraes wdi scussion regarding the cash registers|ar
Greg Kol ojeski agreed to check them.

Soci ety N¢ewss:and Previous speakers at Monthly nmee
FWCBYSerrie Bert Br eZmnelDaavde Gleonhenrsao nS eam.d TAmea ya rSn (el
will be"bn May 3

BSCHerrie Bert, | ast Genera series, Christmas |Pa
home with their g

iant Christmas tree and a gift exchange. lam dJ egmuwa
2012 Worl d Conference. Il n February John Hanson s
Cat hcart presented Brazil parts 2 & 3. L' Soof k i Mhagr cf
and the Motherdéds Day Sale #®&8.Fashion Square Mall
GBSHol i day Party, Tom Wol fe, Jay Thurrott held]|a
SBSThey are moving their meetings from Selby to S

Left : S
ACross:

udi
Kar en

Hi psl ey

Andr eas

(SBTPS) ,

(Chair man,

Al

Cal andr a

and J

Muzzel

ay Thu
Weevi |
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t "o 3d a y

on of ec

Speaker s, Andy S

Bromel i ad Jeopa

Christmas party ¢

CBSDr . Larry gav

Arrangement s, Ch

about Chester Hy

party was hel d

Bromel i ads.

BGTBThe clubdpwaae

their di spl ay at

FaiSpeaker s, Bruc

Stokes, Steve Byr

FEBS:Terri e Bert

Party, Rose s howg

a Cryptanthus i

technique i s featured I n t he Cryptant hus Jou

newsl etter. I n February 35 members had Tahewalek

meeting time was taken by the residences centepg

di fferent bromel i ads. Beginning of February F

Beach.

Dr. Terrie Bert, Cal andra and Jay Thurrott wer

: 1 Judges Symposium in Ap
judges. I n attendance w
and Rick Ryals.
SBTPS:peakbesni s Cat hcat
Hanson
BSSIF November: Pam Koid
gave a slide show on
Chri st mas Party at Fai
They had a pl ant gi ft {
and Mi k e Mi chal ski gav
me mber s. January, Paul
gave a slide show on Ti
The next meeting of t
Bromeliad Societies wi
host ed by Cal oosahatch
Meeting adjourned at 3:
Prepar dt bycia Gonzal ez
and Representative from

D a‘;/ i d
Representing
Society

Johnson and
the Sarasota Bromeliad
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XxXAndr ol aechmea o6Deanbo

by Tom Wolfe

The plant xAndr ol aechmea O0Deand6 iaur
home where it receives four to five hours of full afternoon sun. This
much light causes much of the foliage to turn dark red.

Dean Fairchild of Orlando made this bigeneric cross several
years ago between Androlipis skinneri and Aechmea mariae-raginae
while working in South Florida at Bullis Bromeliads..

Both of these species are divercious, meaning the male and
female flowers are on different plants. Both species are large, over
three feet (1 meter) in diameter and equally as tall, plus the

inflorescence which protrudes approximately 18 inches above the foliage. Also, the female plants in
both species are much more rare than their male counterparts. To my knowledge both species are
endemic to Cosa Rica.

The crowning inflorescence with its red scape covered by bright cherry red scape bracts is a
marked contrast from the white branched flower clusters and yellow flowers.

The male Androlepis skinneri produces the pollen on its anthea, then the female Aechmea
mariae-reginae had to be found so the stigma on the female flower could receive the pollen.
XAndr ol aechmea 6éDeand is a very stately, decor

to any collection or landscape.
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What 6s been ywurgaw?ng i n
Jay Thurrott

One of the things that first attracted me to bromeliads is their seeming resistance to
many of the fungal, viral and bacterial problems that plague other types of plants.
-’g.Unfortunater, |l 6ve fo
. pests to contend with when pursuing this hobby.
A few years ago | began noticing an increasing
# amount of damage to the Neoregelias in my
yard Specifically, the centers had either been completely
removed and evenly distributed around the plant or the center
leaves had been shredded so badly that the plant looked like a
serious contender for t he A w
award (an honor | seem to be striving for each year).

dg

| had been advised that this was probably the work of squirrels,
but since the plant t aesowrhtaiton
those thieving rodents), | suspected something else was
at work here and, wahdéaarthd
trap discovered that my yard was apparently infested
with raccoons. A few years and 76 raccoons later - my
problem with the centers of Neoregelias is no longer a
concernéto be replaced by

Whenever you notice round, or nearly round holes in a
leaf with no other damage, you should probably start
looking for a thin, shiny trail left behind by the hole-
maker. Where they come from and how they manage to
climb the legs of the benches in my shade house (or
why?) is still a mystery to me, but somehow slugs and
 AftOSNEAL W[ 2dz:A &5 shails occasionally not only find their way into my potted

of attack by hungry mollusks bromeliads, they have the uncanny ability to select only
those plants most likely to be award winners in a judged

show. This saves me much trouble in picking which plants to g
enter into a show i | know itds the ones &
the leaves! If you have similar holes in your plants, there are £
likely snails somewhere near the scene of the crime. You may |
not see them right away since they usually do their dirty work at Z=
night, but if you scratch around a little in the surface of the =
potting mix or under some faI

more of these. :

| f it has a shell Il i ke t hugst,
different nam e, same result of round holes in leaves. Once you & 2 :
find one simply steel your sel ﬁlitésaghelllikethls,

the creature up and dispose of it. AGQa b2 awk St far
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Irregular scalloping along
the | eaf enttgae
snail, but most likely
something more serious:
grasshoppers! Lubber
grasshoppers in their
juvenile phase are black
with a yellow
down their backs. If you
find one, look carefully
around the area because
there are probably several

Adult lubber grasshopper
can eat an entire bromeliad
leaf in a very short time.

: more that had recently
Juvenile lubber grasshoppers hatched. They tend to travel as a group. Once they reach their

dining on a leaf mature size, they look like a totally different insect 1 now
resembling something from a science flctlon movie. They hISS
(actually thatos just pellingaif teroughe #% :
their body), they spit (itbds not}
old boy will tell you that it is), and taste so terrible that they have no
predators i even a possum will turn up its nose at the thought of
eating one

Irregular damage to the leaves on your plant? If the pot was on
ground level, it was probably visited by a somewhat larger pest i

. anything from a cute little bunny (not & :
so cute when they mow down your A cute I|ttIe bunny

plants)...to Bambi (also not so cute (not so cute when they mow
when they are damaging your yard). down your plants)

Deer are notorious grazers and will
sample leaves of many different plants before deciding on the tastiest
variety. Bromeliads can be prime targets in their search for the
perfect leaf.

Deerare notorious grazers | And finally
forget our feathered

friends when developing a list of A
suspects who may have damaged your §&
prized bromeliad. These beautiful red
markings are not natural in this &g
Neoregelia johannis T t hey dor e t he ha $5
were attracted to the more typical red markings on the
plant, scratching the leaf surfaces with the beaks and

claws while wvisiting the

red mar ki ngs at t he site
further attracted t h ecyclé i

Bromeliads may be resistant to many plant diseases, EESEsnEs /
but they can still attract other pests! Neoregelia johannisvith bird scratches

Photos for this article provided by Jay Thurrof
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MEXICAN BROMELIAD WEEVIL REPORT
OCTOBER T DECEMBER 2015

Teresa M. Cooper
Entomology and Nematology Department
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL

Part of the Save F | o r ibdoméliads conservation method requires
propagating seed and growing Tillandsia utriculata in Gardens in the forests
of participating Natural Areas until the plants reach a size that is attractive to
the weevil (medium size). Then, the plants are transferred to cages where
they are kept and protected until they produce seeds. The seeds are then used to repopulate the
forests as well as provide seeds for propagating new plants in the Gardens. The seeds and smaller
bromeliads are grown on structures in the Gardens. Structure designs have been created for use at
the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, T. Mabry Carlton Jr. Memorial Reserve, and Lemon Bay Park. An
experimental method has been designed and is being used to test these structures to determine
which structures work best for which T. utriculata life stage and size category and in which habitats.
Because participating Natural Areas are using the same method to test these structures, we will be
able to compare data.

In the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, 3 structures are being tested. Materials for building these
structures were funded by the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies at a cost of $643.49. Volunteers
are building the structures, filling the structures with rescued T. utriculata plants, then putting the filled
structures in the Gardens (Figure 1). Also, in the Enchanted Forest, the door on Cage 1, the 1st and
largest cage, has been replaced (Figure 2). The old door was a solid piece of plywood that was
difficult to get on and off. The new door swings on a hinge, so it is easier to open and close, and it is
screened, allowing for better airflow. There are 3 large T. utriculata in Cage 3 and 2 medium T.
utriculata in Cage 2 that are producing inflorescences. All plants in the cages are doing well. A count
of the wild T. utriculata as well as the 1st tri-annual counts of the cages and Gardens have been
made. Data are being sorted and analyzed.

In Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park, on 29 January 2016, Mike Owen and | counted the wild
T. utriculata with a longest leaf length of 30 cm or greater along J a n &desic Drive (Figure 3). Very
few plants were found. Because of flooding conditions (very unusual for January), we were only able
to complete half of the count. Mike Owen and Katie Schulman have since finished the count. On 22
February 2016, Mike Owen, Bruce Holst, Chad Washburn, Katie Schulman, and | as well as about 20
volunteers and students trekked to Guzmania Gulch to observe the Guzmania monostachia
population (Figure 4). Mike Owen and | ran some transects for making a baseline count of the G.
monostachia population and for making future, annual counts (Figure 4D). There is no baseline count
of a healthy G. monostachia population with which to compare our observations, but we estimated
there were about 80% fewer plants than would be expected in a healthy population. And, like T.
utriculata and T. fasciculata populations that have been attacked by the weevil, there is a lack of
really large plants and plants producing seed (Figure 5).

At Carlton Reserve, on 26 March 2016, volunteers built a cedar cage for keeping and protecting large
T. utriculata (Figures 6 and 7). Thanks to Russ Johnson, who pre-built the walls, floor, and door of the
cage, we were able to finish the cage in a single day. Two large T. utriculata were put in the cage and
are doing well. Ernie Winn and | met on 16 May 2016 to check on Garden Ten and to go over the
method for experimentally testing their Garden structures. Ernie will continue setting up the structures
and collecting data.

15




| now have help rearing the Mexican bromeliad weevil laboratory colonies, one with the Florida form
of the weevil and one with the Belize form, therefore research on biopesticides and differences
between the 2 forms of weevil can continue.

| am still working on, and will continue to work on, the Save F | o r Brdraebasls Web site, which is
at: { HYPERLINK "http://entomology.ifas.ufl.edu/frank/savebromeliads/"

| have started a Facebook page for the Save F | o r iBwraeliasls Conservation Project; it is at: {
HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/SaveBromelsdt}. Please, come like us on Facebook! Then
share pictures, comments, questions, and experiences, or just keep up with what we are doing.

Presentations:
Cooper TM. 16 May 2016. Save F | o r Brdnaelbiads. Sarasota Bromeliad Society. Sarasota, Florida.

Cooper TM. 19 April 2016. Save F | o r iBabraeliasls. Bromeliad Society of South Florida. Miami,
Florida.

Cooper TM. 15 February 2016. Save F | o r iBaraeliasls. Serenoa Chapter of the Florida Native
Plant Society. Sarasota, Florida.

Cooper TM. 23-24 January 2016. Save F | o r iBobmédials: bromeliads and birds. 19th Annual
Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival. Titusville, Florida. Poster presentation.

(Continued next Page)

2Kl 0Qa . f22YAY
Garden?

Aechma recurvata red form
Photo ©cwolfe
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Figure 1: At the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, garden structures are being A) built by volunteers; B)
filled with rescued tiny and small Tillandsia utriculata; and C) placed in Gardens.

(Continued on next page)
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22fFSQa DI NRS
Cryptanthus argyrophyllus
Photo©cwolfe




Figure 2. Cage 1 at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary with A) the old door and B) the new door; and
C) 3 of the 5 Tillandsia utriculata in cage 3 have an inflorescence.

Figure 3. Tillandsia utriculata
were counted along Jane
Scenic Drive in Fakahatchee
Strand Preserve State Park in
January 2016. A) Mike Owen
looks for T. utriculata; B) one of
the few T. utriculata found.
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Figure 4. Trek into the swamp at the Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park to observe Guzmania
monostachia after the arrival of the weevil. A) Walking along a tram; B) entering the swamp; C) a group
picture at the entrance to Guzmania Gulch; and D) Mike Owen standing at a point on a transect for
mapping the G. monostachia population.
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Figure 5. Guzmania monostachia in the Fakahatchee strand A) before the weevil arrived and B)
after the weevil arrived.
(Continued next Page)
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