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PUBLICATION: This newsletter is published four times a year, February, May, August, and November, and is a 

publication of the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies. Please submit your bromeliad related activities, articles, 

photographs, society shows, news and events of your society.  
 

DEADLINES FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS ARE:  

February issue January 15 

May issue April 15th 

August issue July 15  

November issue October 15th.  
 

COPYRIGHT: All materials contributed and published in this FCBS Newsletter are copyrighted and belong to the 

authors/photographers. The authors/photographer have given permission to use the materials and pictures in this 

publication for educational purposes. You may use any articles and/or pictures published in the FCBS Newsletter 

for educational purposes with the credit given to the authors/photographers. Commercial use of this material is 

prohibited but you may contact the authors/photographers directly for other permissions or material purchases. 
 

 

FCBS TAX DEDUCTIBLE RECEIPTS: The Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc. is a 501(c)3 Non-Profit 

Corporation, incorporated in the State of Florida. Please make your contributions for 2019 tax deductible receipts 

by going to FCBS.org to make online contributions through PayPal or mail check or money order to FCBS Treas-

urer: Sudi Hipsley, 6616 Tuscawilla Drive, Leesburg, FL 34748-9190. If you have questions regarding your contri-

bution, please call Sudi at 352-504-6162. 

 

Cover Photograph:  Tillandsia capitate pink form ÉPhoto Carol Wolfe 
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Dear Bromeliad Friends:  

 Mike Saunders, Betsy McCrory and the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida are to be congratulated on 

hosting the successful 2019 FCBS Extravaganza. The hotel was first class and a real bargain, especially so close 

to Disney! The complimentary cooked breakfasts were delicious and the rooms were spacious. The sales area 

was packed full of beautiful bromeliads and buyers had plenty of opportunities to purchase their favorites! The 

auction was a fun night and donations amounted to $4,173.00. Our thanks to all the FCBS societies members for 

donating and supporting the FCBSôs semi-annual fund raising event. 

 Prior to the opening of the Extravaganza, the BSI Board held their annual meeting at the hotel in support of 

the event. Although, our BSI President, Lyn Wagner, didnôt make it from South Africa, she promises to be in 

Sarasota for the 2020 World Bromeliad Conference. Some of the attendees from out of state were: Martha 

Goode from Arizona: the President of the Bromeliad Society of Houston, Cherie Lee;  Carol and Rick Richtmy-

er, Plano, Tx; the attractive former Mayor Margo Racca from Iowa, LA, and other Board members. 

 The 2nd Judges School will be in Fort Myers on Saturday November 2, 2019. If you are interested in attend-

ing, please contact Betty Ann Prevatt at bprevattpcc@aol.com or call her right away at 239-334-0242. 
 In the midst of all these wonderful activities, we pause to say ñGoodbyeò to some great bromeliad people 

that passed away recently, Herb Plever for New York Bromeliad Society (NYBS), Gary Gallick of Houston Bro-

meliad Society (BSH), Anita Ankerburg of Houston and Grace Goode of the Sunshine Coast, Australia. You can 

read more about them from the article reprinted from the Bromeliad Society of Houston Newsletter and excerpts 

taken from Nitaôs obituary and Grace Goodeôs story from the Sunny Broms on the Sunshine Coast. 

 Herb Plever holds the record of having attended every BSI World Conference to date. In one of the last 

emails I received from him, he said he hoped he would make it to the Sarasota World Bromeliad Conference in 

2020. Unfortunately he will not be with us as he passed away on September 9, 2019. I noticed that my last issue 

of the NYBS Newsletter, ñBromelianaò was in May and I began to hear of Herbôs health decline. Herb was a 

Director and Honorary Trustee of the Bromeliad Society International, a founding member of the New York 

Bromeliad Society, Editor since 1970 of NYBSôs Newsletter ñBromelianaò and by vocation an attorney.  

 Herb (95) and Sylvia Plever (92) were married for 67 years until Sylviaôs death in 2018. She was a remark-

able woman who quit school during the depression era to support her family. Later she worked to put Herb 

through law school. Tom and I met Herb and Sylvia in Miami at the WBC in 1988. They were friendly and wel-

coming to us. Herb was busy filming the attendees that night and later shared his video with us. Ah, we were so 

young at the time! Later, when they came to visit us in Lutz, it was like having a visit from royalty!  

 Gary Gallick, PhD, from Houston, Texas served on the BSI Board as a Director when Tom was BSI Presi-

dent (1999-2005). He was enthusiastic about bromeliads and later became a BSI Judge. He was very caring 

about people, especially those they were going through cancer or had a loved one with cancer. Gary spent years 

in cancer research and was hopeful that a breakthrough in research would result in saving many lives. We thank 

God for Garyôs contributions and accomplishments to benefit mankind. 

 Nita Ankenbruck, Pearland, Texas, 86, passed away on October 11, 2019. She was preceded in death by her 

husband Joe. They were members of the Houston Bromeliad Society and after their annual shows, Nita and Joe 

would have everyone to their house for dinner and an auction. It was on such occasions, that we visited their 

home. They were remarkable people with a great gift of hospitality and many people were the recipients of her 

kindness and caring from a life well lived.   

 We are truly blessed to have met such wonderful people through our mutual love of bromeliads. During the 

coming holidays, letôs be grateful for each other and for those we lost this year and remember their families with 

prayers for Godôs comfort, and letôs fill our days with kindness and caring. 

 My heartfelt thanks to the faithful supporters contributing to this newsletter, for my loving, supporting hus-

band, Tom Wolfe, Jay Thurrott, Terrie Bert, Greg Kolejeski, Derrick Butcher, and Calandra Thurrott! 
 

 Tom and I wish you and your family a wonderful Thanksgiving, a blessed  

Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Wealthy New Year in 2020!   

Carol  

 

 

I love Bromeliads...By Carol Wolfe, Editor 
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Tillandsia   

capitata  

by Sandy Roth Artistic arrangement in  

2019   BSSF annual show  Tillandsia capitata rubra  

Tillandsia capitata Brilliant Yellow 'Gold'  and aka T. rubra 
                                  Tom Wolfe grew my favorite, favorite T. capitata in a plastic pot with an orchid mix. 

ÉPhotos by Carol Wolfe 

THESE ARE A FEW OF MY FAVORITE TILLANDSIASé 

Carol Wolfe 

Tom Wolfe grew some of these in hanging baskets, on driftwood, and  

in pots and others were from my picture collection of Bromeliad Shows. 
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Tillandsia capitate pink form  
grows beautifully on driftwood or in a basket.  

The baby soft pink foliage produces purple flowers. 

Tillandsia capitata Gold 
Tillandsia capitata Gold has brilliant yellow bracts and purple flowers.  

According to our tag dated 2005, this T. capitata came from Dave Barry in 

California by way of the McCroryôs Boggy Creek Nursery.  

ÉPhotos by Carol Wolfe 
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Tillandsia capitata 

yellow form 

Tillandsia capitata 

Tom grew this beautiful T. capitata  

in a hanging basket with a shade  

cloth liner and orchid mix.  

ÉPhotos by Carol Wolfe 

Tom said this Tillandsia capitata yellow form loves  

growing on driftwood. 
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This beautiful Tillandsia capitata Susie 

was entered into the annual show of the 

Bromeliad Society of South Florida 

(BSSF) Annual Show in 2017 by Peter 

Kouchalakos  

Tillandsia Jackie Loinaz (concolor x capi-

tata Rubra) was entered in the 2002 show of 

the Greater New   Orleans Bromeliad Socie-

ty (GNOB) by    Judy Zinglersen 

Tillandsia capitata 

BGTB Show 2010  

entered by  

John Miller 

ÉPhotos by Carol Wolfe 
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This Tillandsia is growing very well in a 4ò slat basket with shade cloth liner. It goes through a real  

color transformation from pale green, but when it blooms it changes to a beautiful bronze with purple flowers.  

Tillandsia Corrinne x T. capitata forma red 

ÉPhotos by Carol Wolfe 
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Artistic Design Arrangements 

 

By Tom Wolfe 
 

 The BSI Handbook for Judges and Exhibitors and Affiliates covers this subject on pages 42 to 50.  

 

  ñFlower arranging is the art of organizing design elements according to the principals of design to at-

tain beauty, harmony, distinction, and expression.  Design principles govern flower arranging as they do all 

art forms.  The difference between flower arranging and the other arts is in the medium.  As gardeners, our 

medium is plant material.  

 

 The artistic division of the bromeliad show serves to educate the public to the unending uses of brome-

liads in their homes and offices. Arrangements on your dinner table, coffee table, or your entrance way are 

just a few suggestions. 

 

 There are eight elements of design that need to be followed to achieve a good design.  The following 

are the elements used in the design construction are things you can touch and see:  

Space, Line, Form, Size, Color, Light, Texture and Pattern.  

  

SPACE 

 1.   The real or total space allotted on the table. 

 2. Space that exists within the plant material and other components. 

 3. The space established within the design. 

 

LINE  Line is defined as a one dimensional path through the design. Characteristics of line are long or 

 short, straight or curved, weak or strong, thick or thin and delicate or bold.  

 

 

              

  

  

Techniques for creating line in design are twofold: 

 1. Actual lineðthe creation of line through physically linear materials such as: branches,   

 blooms spikes, long stiff leaves, etc. 

 2. Implied Line: the creation of line through the repetition of forms, sizes, textures and for   

 colors in a linear direction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORM  Forms are three dimensional 

 Basic geometric forms are sphere, cube, pyramid, and cone. Most designs are modifications of 

 geometric forms. 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sphere_wireframe_10deg_6r.svg
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LIGHT  Types of light: 

 1. Natural illumination (sunlight). Bromeliad shows are rarely exhibited in natural light. 

 2. Artificial illumination 

  a.    Incandescent is a concentrated direct source of warm yellow light, enhancing yellow,  

  orange and red.  

  b. Fluorescent and halogen.  Soft, diffused light which casts a bluish-grey tinge on ob-  

  jects producing the clarity of yellow, orange, and red and enhancing blue, green and   

  violet. 

  c.     Special effects such as clear flood or spot light block light, colored lights, strobe, etc. 

   Lightning may affect colors of components, enrich textures, modify forms, create shadows  

   and/or convey a mood.  It also effects depth which causes eye movement throughout the                  

   design. 

 

COLOR  Color is the most important consideration when choosing materials for a design. Color commands 

the most attention, causes the strongest reaction, and often accounts for success or failure. 

 

See if you can identify the elements used in these arrangements. 

ÉPhotos and arrangements by Carol Wolfe 


