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Using Frozen Pollen in Hybridization by Nick Bethmannééééééééééééééééé19 
 

PUBLICATION: This newsletter is published four times a year, February, May, August, and Novem-

ber, and is a publication of the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies. Please submit your bromeliad 

related activities, articles, photographs, society shows, news and events of your society.  
 

 

DEADLINES FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS ARE:  

 January 15 for February issue 

 April 15th for May issue 

July 15 for August issue   

 October 15th for November issue 
 

COPYRIGHT: All materials contributed and published in this FCBS Newsletter are copyrighted and 

belong to the authors/photographers. The authors/photographer have given permission to use the ma-

terials and pictures in this publication for educational purposes. You may use any articles and/or pic-

tures published in the FCBS Newsletter for educational purposes with the credit given to the authors 

and/or photographers. Commercial use of this material is prohibited but you may contact the authors/

photographers directly for other permissions or material purchases. 

 

FCBS TAX DEDUCTIBLE RECEIPTS: The Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc. is a 501(c)

3 Non-Profit Corporation, incorporated in the State of Florida. Please make your contributions for 

2020 tax deductible receipts by going to FCBS.org to make online contributions through PayPal or 

mail check or money order to FCBS Treasurer: Sudi Hipsley, 6616 Tuscawilla Drive, Leesburg, FL 

34748-9190. If you have questions regarding your contribution, please call Sudi at 352-504-6162. 
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Good morning, 

 Itôs a new morning and as we wake to the beauty of Godôs creation surrounding us, we hope 

that you and your family are well and enjoying your life and the beauty and joy that your bromeliads 

and tropical plants bring you.  

 We each have our own ñbromeliad paradiseò created with loving hard-working hands to ad-

mire, to share, and to enjoy. My paradise is in Lutz where we have lived for forty-five years and Tom 

has truly made it a paradise with beauty wherever you look. I hope you enjoy the articles from Tom 

about the Alcantarea extensa and the Tillandsia óFireworksô. We have enjoyed watching them grow-

ing and flowering in these past months. 

 My thanks to Calandra Thurrott for her photos and article on ñJane Villa-Lobos, Because we 

Asked.ò What a beautiful yard! Thanks Jane and Calandra for sharing with us!  

 But there is also another place of beauty that is near and dear to our hearts and that is Marie 

Selby Botanical Gardens on Sarasota Bay in Sarasota, Florida. And why is it our favorite? If you 

love bromeliads then you will love Selby because it is the only botanical garden in the world dedi-

cated to the display and study of epiphytic bromeliads, orchids, gesneriads and ferns and other 

tropical plants. And like icing on the cake, there is a significant focus on botany, horticulture, educa-

tion, historical preservation and the environment.  

 After an international search for a new President and Chief Executive Officer in 2014/2015, 

the Gardens choose Jennifer Rominiecki out of a massive three hundred applicants.  She possesses 

twenty years of experience at major New York City cultural institutions. She served The New York 

Botanical Garden for 15 years in increasing roles of responsibility. She has been with Selby since 

February 15, 2015. She is a dynamic leader of Marie Selby Botanical Gardens and has overseen the 

creation and execution of a new five-year Strategic Plan for Selby Gardens, as well as the develop-

ment of a new Master Site Plan.  

 In August 2018, Selbyôs Board of Directors praised Jennifer Rominiecki for her successful 

efforts related to fundraising and ósetting clear visionô for the attractionôs future and extended her 

contract for another ten years.  

 The groundbreaking for the first phase of the development happened at Selby on June 3, 

2021. Recently Selby announced that it has received the fifth, $1 million-dollar gift to be used for 

Phase 1 of the Master Plan for its downtown Sarasota campus.  To date, Selby Gardens has raised 

$40.1 million or 94 percent of the $42.5 million which will remake most of the 15 acre campus 

downtown. Construction has begun on Phase 1 and the three phase plan will take several years to 

complete. The entire project is expected to cost about $92 million.  

 The strategic plan focuses on the Gardensô resources bolstering its position as the world lead-

er in epiphytic plants while building upon the unique assets and bayfront location it possesses.  

Selby plans to attain international visibility for their programs, especially the global contributions 

they make to the field of plant research.  

 You can help Selby by becoming a member.  I have attached the information for joining. 

Please go online to Selby.org and join today!  Tom and I have been members of the Gardens for 

many years and we love every minute that we spend there.  

 We are so blessed to have this garden in Florida and we can all have a part of the ñNewò Garden 

being built! JOIN TODAY! 

                                                                  

 

I love Bromeliads...By Carol Wolfe, Editor 

Selby Gardens is poised to become the First Net Positive Botanical Garden Complex in the World. 
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Photos by Carol Wolfe 

 

 
Alcantarea extensa 

 

By Tom Wolfe 
 

 The Alcantarea extensa has been growing in my landscape, from an offset until anthesis, for six 

years.  It measures 7 feet (22cm) from ground to the top of the inflorescence and 4 feet (12 cm) from leaf 

tip to leaf tip.  The leaves are 14 inches (39.5 mm) long.  It has been in process of blooming for over six 

months.  The pictures below demonstrate the growth stages of this bromeliad from budding to full bloom.  

 

 A. extensa grows on the southern portion of Espirito Santo, eastern Minos Gerais, Brazil. A. extensa 

should be treated as a complex of species, due to the wide variation observed in the herbarium material, 

particularly in rosette and inflorescence size and colors of bracts and floral parts. It is characterized by its 

long inflorescence branches and floral bracts showing a protuberance near the apex.  

  

A. extensa grows 

in full sun and can 

tolerate tempera-

tures down to the 

low 30ôs F. The 

leaves are wide 

with smooth mar-

gins.  

 

This plant is easy 

and worthwhile to 

grow.  
 

 

Grassy 

Pups at 

the base 

of the 

plant.  
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Photos by Carol Wolfe 

Jane Villa-Lobos, Because We Asked 
 

Florida East Coast Bromeliad Society (FECBS) was fortunate enough to 
tour local bromeliad gardens in Palm Coast. These members of our club are a 
contingent known as the ñPalm Coast Beautiesò or more recently as the ñPalm 
Coast Mafiaò.  Among those gardens were Janeôs. Lucky us, since some of the 
members had heard about them but hadnôt been. 

Jane Villa-Lobos beautiful garden in Palm Coast, Florida 
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We had always wanted to know more of her background and how she is 
able to create such beautiful landscapes. So we asked: 

 
What was your first bromeliad?  
 
My first bromeliad was a red tip Neoregelia spectabilis which I purchased 

at a plant sale at Washington Oaks State Gardens. 
 
How did you get interested in them?  
 

 I saw them under the live oak trees at Washington Oaks State Gardens 
and thought they were a lovely landscape plant. I became totally in love with 
bromeliads around 2008 when I was given bromeliads by Robert Read, who 
lived in Naples, FL. He was a bromeliad researcher at the Smithsonian Institu-
tion along with Lyman B. Smith when I worked there. Robert had just moved 
from a large piece of property into a small lot in a community in town and did not 
have room for all his 
bromeliads. In fact, I 
made 3 trips to his 
house bringing back 
carloads of many gen-
era. 

 

The artistic  

overhead  

wood structure  

provides  

a display  

for hanging  

plants as  

well as  

providing 

filtered  

light and partial 

shade for  

bromeliads  
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Photos by Carol Wolfe 

What does your interest 
stem from? Did you have oth-
er family involved with grow-
ing plants?   

 
I grew up in Toledo, OH 

on five acres. My father was an 
organic chemist and had a large 
vegetable garden and my moth-
er had perennial gardens. I have 
been gardening since I was a 
child and realized I wanted to 
have a career in botany or na-
ture of some kind. I graduated 
from Miami University in Oxford, 
OH with a B.A. in botany and 
loved taxonomy.   

 
Upon graduation I worked 

at the Field Museum of Natural 
History in Chicago for four years 
as a herbarium assistant for a    
curator who specialized on the 
Flora of Peru. In the mid-70s I 

worked for several environmental consult-
ing firms. In 1978 I was hired at the Smith-
sonian Institutionôs National Museum of 
Natural History in the Office of Biological 
Conservation to work on a contract with the 
International Union of Nature and Natural 
Resources (IUCN) researching endangered 
plants and habitats of Latin America.  

  

A beautifully landscaped island  

in Jane Villa-Lobos garden in  

Palm Coast, Florida 

Jane Villa-Lobos (red shirt) leading the 

garden tour for members of the Florida 

East Coast Bromeliad Society  


