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    I love Bromeliads...By Carol Wolfe, Editor 

 

Greetings FCBS members, 

 

The 2023 FCBS Extravaganza held at the West Palm Beach Marriott on July 28-29, 2023, was a 

huge success with registration set at 200 attendees and the goal reached several weeks before the 

event. This was our best ever Extravaganza attendance as the previous highest attendance was 

175 registrants. Congratulations to Tom Ramiccio and his team, Margo Caldy, Lyn Davis, Jim 

Jacson, Lee Magnuson. Kathy Silverio and the Bromeliad Society of the Palm Beaches for a 

great job hosting the event. Speakers Chester Skotak from Costa Rica, Eloise Beach from 

Apopka, Florida and David Shiigi from Hawaii did not disappoint. Maureen Adelman, Editor of 

the BromeliAdvisory, wrote a beautiful article about the speakers called ñThe Extravaganza 

Rocksò! I know you will enjoy reading her detailed article starting on page five. 
 

My thanks to Dr. Teresa Yawn n®e Cooper for the interesting article on Dr. Howard Frank. Tere-
sa worked with Dr. Frank for many years and shares with us his concern and passion for finding 
a solution to the weevil problem. He will surely be missed by all of us. And our thanks to Dr. 
Cooper for her many years of support, work, and love of bromeliads. 
 

My thanks to Tom for his article about Dr. Frank and the FCBS weevil fund. Dr. Frank would 
communicate with Tom but occasionally I would receive emails from him with generous compli-
ments about the newsletter. I was honored that he would take the time to correspond.  
 
For many years the Gainesville club annually invited Tom to give the club a bromeliad program. 
Each year Tom would create a new bromeliad program and in the following months would share 
the program with bromeliad clubs, garden clubs, and Master Gardeners groups. At Gainesville, 
Dr. Frank would download the PowerPoint program on his computer to connect to the Universi-
tyôs projector. On one occasion he showed me all of Tomôs programs were on his computer. As 
we looked at the titles of the programs, he shook his head and said I just donôt know how he 
comes up with a different program every year!  
 
Recently we were privileged to go to Gainesville to give a program and for the first time in many 
years, Dr. Frank was not there.  However, he would have been so proud of the room full of mem-
bers, visitors, and beautiful bromeliads, and to know that the Gainesville Bromeliad Society is 
dynamic and flourishing! 
 

Thanks to Brian Corey for the beautiful article on his wife, Linda Sheetz. She lead an interesting 

life and was a great asset to the Florida West Coast Bromeliad Society as Editor of the Newslet-

ter. She worked hard and produced an excellent newsletter. She is greatly missed. 

 

Thanks to Mike McMahon for allowing me to reprint his Presidentôs article for the BSCF News-

letter. I thought you would enjoy reading it too.  
 

As always, thanks to my publication team for their help: Calandra Thurrott, Tom Wolfe, and 

Greg Kolojeski. Wishing you a great summer and lots of new bromeliads!  



FLORIDA COUNCIL OF BROMELIAD SOCIETIES 
 

Page   5 

THE EXTRAVAGANZA ROCKS  
 

By Maureen Adelman, Editor of the BromeliAdvisory  
 

For those who attended the West Palm Beach FCBS Extravaganza, it was a fabulous weekend. 

Check-in wasnôt until 3 pm, so if you went up early in the day there was time for antiquing at 

Antique Row (Southern Blvd. and S. Dixie Highway) or ogling the mansions and shops of 

Palm Beach. Friday night was a delicious barbeque for 250 people which was moved inside due 

to the heat (thank you). After dinner, everyone went to bromeliad heaven. This was the ball-

room filled with thousands of plants from 17 vendors. The registrants had 2 hours to shop to 

their heartôs content. The room was open to the public the next day but by then several vendors 

had sold out. Some people bought nothing; some people bought boxes and boxes of plants. 

Everyone was friendly, talkative, and generous with advice.  

 

Saturday morning registrants could shop for plants some 

more, lounge at the pool, or do more sightseeing. At 1pm the 

speakers started and they did 

not disappoint.  

David Shiigi is a long-time 

friend of Chester Skotak and 

Grant Groves who turned a 

hobby into a business. He 

worked for both Libby and 

Dole Foods while in high 

school. He encountered an 

old man on the big island 

who was selling bromeliads 

for $1 each. Bromeliads 

were hard to find in the 70s so he befriended people who grew them and also went on a collect-

ing expedition with Chester Skotak and Grant Groves in 1976. He started his current nursery on 

10 acres in Hilo in 1991. In addition to the vrieseas for which he is known, he also grows neos., 

guzmania, dyckias and cut flowers. He said he keeps about 1 in 1500 seedlings which show 

variegation. His daughter is now hybridizing also. He is a real family man who has named 

many plants after family members and friends.  

Eloise Beach titled her humorous talk, ñ55 Years of Incurable Bromelitis.ò She is a retired com-

mercial grower in Apopka, Fl who propagates Chester Skotakôs plants and then sells them to 

Tropiflora in Sarasota. She is also a bromeliad judge and a Life Member of BSI. As a teenager 

she became enamored of bromeliads and visited with many of the stateôs bromeliad pioneers, 

including Mulford Foster who was a friend and mentor. At this time she also became best 

friends with Chester Skotak. At one time she had 4 commercial greenhouses but is now down 

to 2. She has more than 700 clones of Chesterôs hybrids. She is a founding member and first 

president of the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida as well as a former Director of BSI.  

Continues next page 

David Shiigi         Photo by Marilyn Byram 
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Interestingly, she was a computer sci-

ence major who left that field when 

the pull of bromeliads became too 

great. In 2006 she helped Chester in 

his search for Miss Fortuna, a rare 

brom. The search produced a book by 

Chester. Another expedition with 78 

year old Francisco Olivera resulted in 

the discovery of Pepinia leopoldii in 

Venezuela. They traveled by water 

until there was none, then backpacked for 3 days, climbed a moun-

tain and went down to a lake. But she found the leopoldii. She 

grew the first Ae. brevicolis and brought back Cryptanthus óBrittle Starô from California. She 

gave some good advice for growers new and old. Variegated species will not grow from seed 

and complex hybrids must be grown from pups. She said we should always look for the best 

quality in hybrids and eliminate albinos and other offspring that would slow down the produc-

tion of quality hybrids. She recommends the ñpunch and turn on sideò method of producing 

more pups. Punch a hole in the plant you want to propagate and turn it on its side to produce 

more pups. For neos, she recommends pulling out the flower which is not much anyway and 

instead filling in the hole with fertilizer to produce more pups. Label all pups because you will 

inevitably forget which is which. She also recommends putting fertilizer such as Osmocote in 

the leaf axils in small amounts. She ices her plants to protect them from cold damage. She starts 

her sprinklers and keeps them on all night during a freeze. This coats the plants in ice but helps 

them survive a freeze. The good news, which she told us later, is that even though Chester is 

retiring, she still has many of his plants in the propagation pipeline so there will be more new 

releases for us to enjoy and empty our pocketbooks for.  

Finally it was time for the most anticipated speaker, Chester Skotak whose talk was titled, 

ñOrganized Chaosò. Chester was humorous and spoke way beyond his time limit. He asked us 

if we wanted him to stop and, just like in a rock concert, the audience loudly urged him to con-

tinue. Chester was born in Texas but moved to Costa Rica in 1978. He still leads expeditions. 

In the past he travelled to Ecuador with our very own Ed Prince. Variegated bromeliads are his 

specialty but he grows more guzmania than anything else. He is known as the best hybridizer in 

the world and has sold millions of bromeliads. He started out collecting cactus in Texas. He had 

a greenhouse as a boy in Houston. He was always encouraged by his father who was a Flying 

Tiger with Chennaultôs forces in China during WWII.  

Chester states there are still many, many plants yet to be discovered and laments the soy farms 
destroying habitat in Brazil and elsewhere. He also had advice for growers. He says fertilized 
plants bloom sooner. He recommends fertilizing once a week with a soluble fertilizer spray. He 
uses Peters 20-20-20 and Osmocote when potting. Despite the frequent fertilizing he does he 
advises do not overfertilize as it will burn the plant and stain the leaves. He says all imperialis 
are easy to grow from seed. He pollinates 7 days a week in the morning. He sends his fertilized 
seeds to Belgium where they break the pods open, treat them for fungus and start the seedlings.  

Continues next page 

Eloise Beach                              

Photo by Marilyn Byram 
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Of a million seedlings maybe 
100,000 are saved. The seedlings 
are returned to him in Costa Rica at 
about 8 months of age. Guzmania 
are his biggest sellers, being the 
number one plant in Europe.  
Chester uses ethylene gas to make 
his broms flower. To hybridize 
properly, you must know how many 
days it takes after gassing for vari-
ous hybrid parents to flower so that 
both plants will be in flower at the 
same time. About 30 years ago he 
started hybridizing pineapples and 
now has over 70,000 plants. A lot of 
his hybrids are bright red. Some 
crosses take 30 years to perfect. If 
the ascorbic acid content is over 
40% you can ship the fruit. If it is 
under that they need to go to a local 
market and very quickly. He showed 

us a pineapple that was pollinated and produced seed right in the fruit which makes it hard to 
eat. During any month he will save one (1) pineapple plant and throw away 5,000. He told us 
the sugar content of the pineapple is measured in brics. Sixteen (16) brics is a sweet fruit. In 
addition to hybridizing the fruit he has had to work on 
creating thicker stalks to support the bigger and heavier 
pineapples he is producing. The seedlings are fertilized 
with osmocote but first he rinses the osmocote to re-
move the gel covering to prevent fungus.  
 

Chester states the Ae. fasciatas are being heavily hybrid-

ized and we will be seeing some very different plants in 

the near future. He then showed slides of some of his 

new releases which are shown in some of the photos to 

follow.  

The day ended with a banquet featuring both a silent and 

live auction. The plants were beautiful but most sold for 

very high prices, a number of them for several hundred 

dollars. Bromeliad enthusiasts want what they want and 

they paid dearly to get them. The next day a brunch and 

garden tour was held at the home of Betty and Joe Liber-

tucci. Despite the heat it was a pleasant and well attend-

ed brunch and Joeôs garden was full of plants of every 

kind, including some stunning cycads.  

Reprint with permission from the August, 2023 BromeliAdvisory,  

Newsletter of The Bromeliad Society of South Florida 

Chester Skotak of Costa Rico                           

Photo by Marilyn Byram 

ORGANIZED CHAOS 

Chester Skotak§Costa Rica 
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Presidentôs Message  

 The Bromeliad Society of Central Florida 
By Mike McMahon 

Most of our members are aware that BSCF is a member of the Florida 

Council of Bromeliad Societies. If reminded, they recall being 

emailed a newsletter on occasion. Some actually read it. Several recall 

that we begged off hosting a Council meeting in 2022 because it was 

going to be too costly. Those at the July meeting learned that BSCF is 

hosting an October meeting. (And, thanks to John Boardman making 

his home available, we do not have to rent a venue or pay restaurant 

banquet rates to provide lunch to the attendees.) Beyond that, many know nothing about the 

Council. That is unfortunate, especially since BSCF was instrumental in forming it.  

Way back in 1976, BSCF took on the responsibility of hosting the 1980 World Bromeliad Con-

ference. That was a really crazy commitment to make. World Conferences had been held in 

California and cities with large local societies, not in Florida. There was a handful of BSCF 

members who had been to a World Conference, but most had not and BSCF did not have all 

that many members. Just figuring out what needed to be done was no small job when snail mail 

was the only mail. Actually doing it was a bigger job than BSCF members could do alone. We 

needed help.  

BSCFôs World Conference project was led by Carol Johnson. (Her Pineapple Place nursery off 

of Markham Woods Rd. was sort of the Michaelôs Bromeliads of the day, although not nearly 

so extensive.) For some time the idea had floated around that bromeliad societies around the 

state should combine together in some way. Nat Deleon in Miami was a major supporter of do-

ing something. BSCFôs need for help putting on the Conference became a motivator. An organ-

izational meeting to form FCBS was held in the Longwood home of Carol Johnson on Sunday, 

June 17, 1977. Attending for BSCF were Carol, Eloise Beach and Bud Martin (who soon there-

after was a founder of the Seminole Bromeliad Society). There were representatives from five 

other societies. By the time Florida Council was actually formed, there were nine member soci-

eties.  

The idea was simply that the several local societies could do more together than alone. There 

were some big ideas, like putting together speaker programs with leading experts touring the 

societies around the state; having a major magazine; having an annual statewide judged show; 

and so much more. Those big ideas took a big step forward the following year when the first 

state-wide judged show was held in Miami sponsored by FCBS and hosted by the Bromeliad 

Society of South Florida. It was a 3-day test run for putting on a big judged show at the Orlan-

do 1980 World Conference. And, the Council commenced a Judging School so there would be 

sufficient trained judges for shows around the state. From that point onward, a number of socie-

ties began having annual judged shows, including BSCF.  
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The big ideas proved more bold than realistic. Grande magazine was grand. It was glossy full 

color, very professionally produced and filled with interesting articles about broms and person-

alities in the Florida hobby. It was also bankrupt after two issues, but subscribers had been 

promised four. They eventually got all four, and then Grande folded. The FCBS Quarterly 

Newsletter was a cheap substitute of sorts. The idea of an annual state-wide judged show turned 

into the biennial Bromeliad Extravaganza, pulling together brom sellers from all around the 

state and a lecture series, but without a judged show, which was too much work. Judged shows 

are not so popular anymore, but FCBS still sponsors the training of judges.  

While the big ideas of the 1970s largely fell by the wayside, Florida Council has remained a 

means for societies to share information and pool resources. Many of the speakers at BSCFôs 

monthly meetings are invited because we learn of them and their programs through Florida 

Council and its publications. The FCBS Photo Index of bromeliads is an internet resource rec-

ognized world over and available for free. The Council compiles the rosters of all member soci-

eties and supplies everyone with a statewide directory every year, so we do not need to do one 

of our own.  

When the invasive óEvil Weevilô came on the scene, Florida Council was the vehicle for pool-

ing funds and resources to promote research in combating the invader. It continues to seek wor-

thy research for funding. While you may not hear all that much about Florida Council, the thing 

to know is that FCBS connects societies around the state. When a need arises, there is a way to 

pull together. That is important.  

Our Bylaws provide for BSCF to be a member of FCBS. We pay dues each year and have the 

duty to host quarterly meetings in rotation with the other member societies. This year we gave 

further support by running an ad in the Extravaganza program, and arranging the donation of 

plants for the Rare Plant Auction. We do our part to keep it going. Now you know why.  

Reprinted with permission from the August BSCF Newsletter  

Tillandsia fascicula forma alba   Photo: Carol Wolfe Tillandsia balbisiana                                  Photo: Carol Wolfe 
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Linda Sheetz 
1942 - 2022 

Editor of the FWCBS Newsletter 
By Brian Corey   

 

Linda Sheetz, a longtime member of the Florida West Coast Bro-
meliad Society and editor of the FWCBS newsletter, passed away 
on November 10, 2022, at the age of 80.  Cause of death was com-
plications of esophageal cancer, with which she had been diag-
nosed two months earlier. 

Linda lived life to the fullest.  She loved being outdoors, whether 
scuba diving or gardening, inline skating or sailing, climbing a 
mountain or driving an airboat in the Everglades.  She had a wide 
range of interests, from art to science, history to soccer, movies to 
sci-fi.  She enjoyed speaking French in her French conversation 
group or, preferably, in France.  Two of her greatest passions were 
golden retrievers, which she bred and raised for many years, and, 
for the past 30 years, bromeliads.  At one time or another she had over 850 different bromeliad 
species and hybrids growing in the yard around her home in St. Petersburg -- plants she was 
always happy to share with fellow enthusiasts. 

Linda joined FWCBS in 1997 and served as an officer or FCBS representative for many years.  
As editor of the newsletter from 2009 to 2022, she filled it with news, photos, and tidbits about 
bromeliad curiosities and horticulture.  If a topic had her stymied, she would consult with her 
many bromeliad friends around the world. 

The largest section of each of her newsletters was always a summary of the talk given at the 
previous month's FWCBS meeting.  Members often remarked to her that they learned more 
from her summary than they had from the talk itself, and they would ask, Did I miss something 
during the talk? Her secret was that, if she felt the speaker had not covered the topic accurately 
or in sufficient depth, she would supplement her notes on the talk with her own research.  She 
wanted the newsletter to be a source of reliable information and not just a collection of pretty 
pictures and random remarks. 

Linda was born in Bradenton, FL, 20 miles from St. Petersburg across the Skyway Bridge.  She 

sometimes joked that people might think, ñThe poor dear, in her lifetime she only made it 

across the Skyway Bridge.ò But her career took her far afield, to the Everglades, the Rockies, 

Cape Cod, Africa, and the Caribbean. She grew up in Miami and earned a B.A. in French and 

Spanish from the University of Miami in 1963. After marrying and living in Phoenix, Denver, 

and Baltimore before returning to Miami, she taught junior high French and Spanish for several 

years while raising two young children. In her early 30s, looking for a career change and want-

ing to pursue her interest in science, she attended Miami Dade College and then Florida Inter-

national University, from which she received a B.S. in geology. Jobs as a geologist or hydrolo-

gist followed with Everglades National Park, U.S. Geological Survey, and two oil companies.  

Linda Sheetz 
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At ARCO, she traveled deep into the remote mountains of Mon-
tana to do the geological interpretation of rock cores drilled in 
exploratory oil wells. With the Geological Survey, she worked on 
research cruises to map the sea floor off the west coast of Africa 
and in the Caribbean. In 1988 she moved back to Florida and for 
25 years thereafter did environmental assessment and clean-up at 
contaminated sites. As she would say, sometimes she was clean-
ing up oil produced by the companies where she once worked, 
thereby completing the circle. 

Linda was known for her intelligence, wit, charm, playfulness, 
and occasional sassiness.  She liked helping people and making 
new friends.  No conversation topic was off-limits.  She could be 
assertive,  as circumstances dictated, and she would sometimes 

ask challenging questions, but in a gentle, nonjudgmental way. 

Linda had a wonderful sense of humor, even in her last days.  When her 
son came into her hospice room on the day she died, he asked, "Can you 
hear me, Mom?"  Linda shook her head, no.  "Are you messing with 
me?" Linda nodded her head, yes. 

During her last week she could speak only with difficulty and in a low, 

hoarse whisper.  Four days before she died, she managed her last ex-

tended conversation.  Her husband asked whether she wanted to talk 

about her bromeliads, and she said that was just what she was thinking 

about.  She told him which of her bromeliads were most special, which 

she wanted him to keep, and which to give away and to whom.  Up to the very end, bromeliads 

were a source of joy and solace for Linda. 

 

 

David Shiigi from Hawaii 

and Linda Sheetz 

Brian Corey and wife, Linda Sheetz 


