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Greeting FCBS Members:  

It wasnôt that long ago that we breathed a sigh of relief that the holidays were over and the grandchildren 

were back in school. So how did we get to May so fast, the grands are out of school for the summer 

which means Grandma is going to be busy! Well, it must have been the Express Train because the World 

Bromeliad Conference is only three weeks away! 

WBC 2024 ð ñA Florida Treasureò will be held on May 22-25, 2024 in West Palm Beach, Florida, 
USA. Tom Ramiccio and his crew, Bromeliad Society of West Palm Beach, have worked hard and they 
are ready and waiting for you to arrive. They have some great speakers lined up for the seminars and I 
hope youôll take time to read about them in this issue. 

We are sorry to hear of the deaths of Derek Butcher of Queensland, Australia and Paul Isley, III of Man-

hattan Beach, California. These two have contributed so much of their knowledge, time and talent to the 

bromeliad world and they will be deeply missed. 

Derek Butcher, fondly known to Florida bromeliad people as Uncle Derek and as he sometimes signed 

his emails just UD! If I had a question about plants for the Newsletter and wanted to be sure my infor-

mation was correct, he was always willing to review it. Sometimes, he couldnôt help himself and said he 

had to laugh at the questions.  

On Australia Day, 26 January, 2022, it was announced nationally that Derek and Margaret Butcher had 

each been awarded one of Australiaôs highest civilian honors, the Medal of the Order of Australia 

(OAM) for óservice to bromeliad horticultureô. This is a highly deserved award and they were certainly 

worthy of the recognition. 

Derek really wanted the USA folks and especially emphases Florida folks, to name and register the bro-

meliads that are floating around Florida with the parentage on the labels, and  not registered with a prop-

er name. He said if a plant was worthy of entering into a bromeliad show. then it is worthy of being giv-

en a name. Herb Plever was of the same opinion and they both mentioned it many times during the last 

ten years. Once Derrick asked how many children were in my family. I told him ten. Then he asked me 

how would you have liked for all the kids in your family named the same name? Nope, that would not 

have worked! According to Uncle Derek, if your plants have the names of the parentage, or if you know 

the parentage, take a picture, complete the cultivar registration form online, give the bromeliad a name 

and click send and Voile the bromeliad has a name! I am sure our BCR registrar, Geoffrey Lawn, will be 

happy to answer any questions regarding the procedure. His email is: cultivars@bsi.org  

Uncle Derek was pleasant, always positive, and is and shall be missed. We send our sympathies and 

comfort to his family.  Our condolence to the family and friends of Paul Isley III, Paul will be greatly 

missed by all of his friends in the Bromeliad World. Paulôs books and videos on YouTube are informa-

tive and can be very helpful in growing your Tillandsias.  

I hope you enjoy Ken Stokesô article on his beautiful yard as much as we did walking through it! Thanks 

Ken for the article and the tour!  

As always, my thanks to Calandra Thurrott, Greg Kolojeski, and Tom Wolfe for their assistance in 

proofing! You are the best support team ever! Thank You! 

I Love  Bromeliads...by Carol Wolfe, Editor 
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Water and Light the Two Most Important Factors in  

Growing Plants Indoors 

By Tom Wolfe 

A lot more people are growing houseplants because they are staying 

home, working from home and want a prettier, healthier house.  Un-

fortunately, most homes donôt have enough good quality light inside 

for plants that need bright light. 

Several years ago when I was installing landscapes all over the Tampa 

Bay area, there were numerous requests for indoor plants. Most home-

owners had no idea as to their location, care or type of plant that 

would be suitable for their needs.  Placing plants in a public building 

was even worse.  They usually received too much water or not enough 

water and light, which are the two most important factors growing 

plants indoors.  

Exposure to heat and air conditioning also affects the plants. The best way to water indoor plants, is 

to feel the soil with your hands to determine if more or less water is needed. I find that consistently 

watering the plants on the same day each week produces healthier plants.  

Not every light bulb or the quantity and quality of light it produces will work for growing plants 

indoors.  The measurement scale of the color of light is expressed in the temperature scale of de-

grees Kelvin or K. 

Sunlight at noon on a slightly overcast day is around 6,500K, a normal incandescent light is much 

cooler around 12,800K; while a cool, white-blue fluorescent light is a warm 4,000K. 

Some light bulbs are sold as ñdaylight, sunlight, natural, balanced, or whole spectrumò. These terms 

mean the bulb is producing a color of around 5,000 to 6,000K. Plants grown by a mix of cool and 

warm fluorescent lights, and the plants grown by full spectrum bulbs will outgrow other plants.  

High-output full-spectrum fluorescent lamps are a great choice for indoor plant growth. They are 3 

to 7 times more efficient than incandescent bulbs but they need to be placed close to the plant. 

LEDôS- Ledôs or light-emitting diodes used to be expensive but now are very competitive in price 

with other bulbs.  They use very little electricity, produce very little heat and last much longer than 

all other bulbs.  So in the long run, they are cheaper, cooler, and produce a very good quality of 

light.  The light quality can vary.  Check the package to see what color range the bulbs will pro-

duce.  

LED bulbs in the 5,000 to 6,000 K color range will be best for plants. Otherwise, you may need a 

pair of bulbs, one in the blue range, and one in the red range, to get a good quality color for your 

plants. 

 

Excerpts from the Epoch Times. 



2024 Speakers Bureau Subject of Program 
Alex Bello Tillandsia  
Dave Johnston Generics, Part  1;  Generics Part 2 

Bob Smedley                 Alternative Mounting Media  
Calandra Thurrott Australia and New Zealand, A Photo Journal 

Chip Jones 
Works of a Bromeliad Magician; Breeding by Chester Skotak; Fea-
turing Variegated Neoregelia 

Dave Johnston  Bi-Generics, Part 1;  Bi-generics: Part 2; My Favorite Neos 

David Denholm.                The Jardim Botanico  
David Sands.                   Bromeliads  
Dennis Cathcart  A Naturalist Visits Cuba 
Guillermo Rivera.              Diversity of Bromeliads in Central America  
Jason Mellica Neoregelia Hybrids 

Jason Mellica                    New Neoregelia Hybrids 2023  
Jeannie Manning Artistic Arrangements 
John Boardman Catopsis 

Kenneth Stokes 
Creative Mounting of Bromeliads;  The Subtropical Landscape 
with Bromeliads 

Lee Magnuson Hybridizing And Tips & Tricks For Bromeliads 
Marty Baxley Life in Ecuador  

Marty Folk 
Growing Bromeliads: Secrets Revealed From Thirty Years of Trial 
and Error 

Mike McMahon Tillandsias: When A Bromaholic Runs Out of Space 
Mike Michalski  Costa Rica 
Mike Saunders Bromeliad Word Potpourri 

Nancy Abramson        Interior Design Using Bromeliads  
Nick Bethman Hybridizing Bromeliads 
Pam Marion Bromeliad Nomenclature & Labelling 
Ray Lemieux  Tearing Up Terrestrials  
Robert Nelson Let's Do It (pots and fertilizing) 
Shane Maloy & Brett Weiss Next Generation Houseplant; Greenhouse Operations 
Steve Beaudoin Mini-Neoregelias 

Terrance Hoffmann        The Pineapple in World History  

Terrie Bert Growing Bromeliads in Central Florida; Growing Bromeliads 
Tom & Carol Wolfe  Bromeliads in Paradise 
Tom Wolfe The Benefits of Mounting Tillandsias; Beautiful Bromeliads; 
 Cold Hardy Bromeliads; Aechmeas - Where the growing is easy 
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 The Natural Garden 

 

By Kenneth Stokes 

 When one visits a natural garden, the first impression is that it has always been there 
as you see it, just carefully maintained. My first visit to Central Park was accompanied by 
someoneôs comment, ñNow you know what Manhattan looked like before it was developed.ò 
Nothing could be farther from the truth. Before Almstead and Vaux designed the park, the 
land was flat except for one natural outcropping of rock and the area was a dump for every-
thing no one wanted. Every feature of Central Park is artificial; however, the features, vistas 
and plantings are based on natural elements of a landscape. The hills, trails, ponds and mead-

ows have been uti-
lized to make plac-
es for human activ-
ities while creating 
an enjoyable visual 
experience. This 
concept can be 
adapted for gardens 
anywhere, though 
situations where 
open land is more 
prevalent than 
structures are the 
best locations. Flo-
ridians are mostly 
unaware that 
Olmsted designed 
óMountain Lakeô, 
the area surround-
ing and at the base 
of Bok Tower in 
Lake Wales. It ap-
pears to be a Tus-
can landscape 
transported from 
Italy. 
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 THE STOKES GARDEN 
When Ken purchased property 
on South MacDill in Tampa, 
twenty-five years ago, there was 
close to a half acre of land and a 
large added-upon house. Both 
had been neglected for twenty-
five years. Every inch of the 
sandy soil around the house was 
covered by invasive plants, in-
cluding, sand spurs, cherry lau-
rel, Brazilian pepper, camphor 
trees, white mulberry, potato 
vines, trumpet vines, cabbage 
palms and Mother-in-laws 
tongues or Sansevieria. Friends 
were overwhelmed when they 
saw it, saying I was crazy for 
having bought it. The solution 

was to bulldoze everything, sod the entire area and build a 
new house. So much for the lack of vision and a common 
solution for dealing with ñbig ugliesò. The reason cities 
are filled with huge mediocre buildings on small lots is 
that no one wants to maintain landscapes and builders 
make lots of money building more square footage. 
 Kenneth took the more difficult approach. This 
began with the evaluation of major trees. There were five 
oaks and one cedar tree that were at least one hundred 
years old. Such irreplaceable treasures would remain. The 
tallest of the cabbage palms would remain. With a recipro-
cating saw, he began removing unwanted vegetation and 
hired a tree trimming company to remove the ones that 
were too large to handle. He began the practice of remov-
ing weeds before they bloomed, but the reader should un-
derstand that weed seeds can remain in the soil and viable 
for seven years. So, a constant new crop of weeds is al-
ways on the way. The old way to deal with them is to chop 
them with a hoe. That is a temporary fix, as weeds can re-
root if not raked from the soil. The disturbing of the soil 
brings more weed seeds to the level in the soil that is opti-
mum to their germination. This is where the use of weed 
killers comes into play. Massive spraying is not advisable, 
but localized spraying of week-old weeds, especially 
where they have floated in puddles, is the beginning of 
weed control. He began covering open spaces with four 
inches of tree trimmer mulch. The breaking down of the 
mulch and the shading of the soil does prevent weeds from 
sprouting. The mulch also holds moisture and adds to the 
humus content. The quality of his soil today is because of 
the use of mulches over many years. 
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 The ground level in the garden was 

typical of Florida, flat. There was no 

drainage pattern to remove rain run-off 

from the buildings. The entire property 

flooded during storms and hurricanes. 

Kenneth located a main intake drain loca-

tion to one of the many trunk lines that 

drain south Tampa to the bay. It required 

a lot of hand shoveling, a front-end-

loader and a Bob Cat to create a drainable 

and multi-level ground surface. It includ-

ed a retention pond, a dry wadi, multiple 

berms and lowered walkways that func-

tioned like streams when it rained. This 

replaced the typical solution of sodding 

the flat soil and adding cheap shrubs in 

rows to create the typical Florida landscape. Having traveled to the Tropics, Kenneth had seen real and natu-

ral landscaping and made mental notes. Thus, he had a vision of what was possible. Zones were planned for 

full sun plants with excellent drainage to damp shady areas and all the nuances in between. Zones were cre-

ated, where collections of plants from Africa, Southeast Asia or tropical America would be grown together. 
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