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VOTING REPRESENTATIVES 
of the FCBS:  
 
Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay 
Tom Wolfe & Carol Wolfe 
 
Bromeliad Society of Central Florida 
Mike McMahon 
Mike Saunders 
 
Bromeliad Society of Palm Beaches 
Tom Ramiccio  
 
Bromeliad Society of South Florida 
Michael Michalski & Patty Gonzalez 
 
Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society 
Vicky Chirnside 
Julie Stein 
 
Florida East Coast Bromeliad Society 
Calandra Thurrott  
Jack Dunlop 
 
Florida West Coast Bromeliad Society 
Jean Homan  
Joe Ventimiglia  
 
Gainesville Bromeliad Society 
Sandy Burnett  
Steven Provost 
 
Sarasota Bromeliad Society 
Marian & Mark Kennell  
 
 
 

 
 
Seminole Bromeliad &  
Tropical Plant Society 
Sudi Hipsley 
Greg Kolojeski 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  
The following Committee Members and 
guests have a standing invitation to 
FCBS Meetings as Non-Voting Members 
unless serving in the dual role of Mem-
ber Society Representative.  
 
Al Muzzel Weevil Fund:  
Tom Wolfe, Chairman 
 
FCBS Editorial Panel: 
Carol Wolfe, Editor 
Tom Wolfe, Assistant Editor 
Calandra Thurrott, Copy Editor 
Greg Kolojeski, Copy Editor 
 
FCBS Roster Maintenance 
Volunteer needed 
 
FCBS Webmaster:  
Michael Andreas, Webmaster@FCBS.org 
 
BSI Officers from Florida:  
Tom Ramiccio, Treasurer 
 
BSI Directors from Florida:  
Rick Ryals 
Alan Herndon   
Mike Saunders 
Julie Stein 

Greg Kolojeski 

2024 Chairman 

Seminole Bromeliad & Tropical  

Plant Society 

Betsy McCrory 

2024 Treasurer  

Bromeliad Society of Central Florida 

2024 FCBS OFFICERS & MEMBERS 
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Vicky Chirnside 

2024 Vice Chairman 

Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society 
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Calandra Thurrott 

2024 Secretary 

Florida East Coast Bromeliad Society 
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Greeting FCBS Members:  

 The 2024 BSI World Bromeliad Conference was hosted by the Bromeliad Society 
of Palm Beaches. Our congratulations to the BSI and to Tom Ramiccio, Chairman, and the 
members of the  Bromeliad Society of Palm Beaches for a successful conference. There 
was an abundance of beautiful bromeliads for sale, botanical tours, great guest speakers, 
entertainment, and delicious food. I hope you enjoy the photos of the bromeliads in the BSI 
Judged Bromeliad Show in this issue.  
 Floridaôs population has officially crossed the 23 million mark, an all time high, 
thanks to a massive influx of new residents flocking to the Sunshine State according to the 
New York Post. This makes Florida the third most populous state in the nation, trailing 
California and Texas.  
 Florida has weathered the first hurricane of 2024; however, it was the tropical 

storm that did most of the damage in the Tampa Bay area. The accumulation of 10 to 20 

inches of rain caused flooding in areas that have not been known to be in flood zones; 

therefore, most of these residents did not carry flood insurance. Presently flooded homes 

are estimated to be about 12,000 in the Sarasota and Manatee Counties.. Our hearts go out 

to the many residents in these counties whose homes were flooded. As we watched the pro-

gression of the storm on TV, I was amazed at the number of cars driving on the highways 

since the TV anchors, weather personnel, the Governor, and others had been advising for 

hours to stay off the highways and Interstates which had accumulated four or five inches of 

water. With inches of water on the road, it is easy for a car to hydroplane and wreck. It not 

only puts the occupants lives at risk but the deputies and firemen that come to their rescue. 

Since it was a tropical storm when it passed Tampa, evidently people did not take it seri-

ously until it became a hurricane. Tropical storms can be just as dangerous as hurricanes 

spawning dangerous winds, tornadoes, rains, and flooding. If you have lived in Florida 

very long, you know the safest thing to do is hunker down at home until the storm passes 

by. 

 It is sad to announce the passing of Moyna Prince of Miami on May 10, 2024 

(1938-2024). Moyna and her husband, Ed (1933-2007), were very hard working members 

of the Bromeliad Society of South Florida for over 25 years and Ed became an accredited 

international bromeliad judge.  They also volunteered at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gar-

dens. They both loved nature, tropical plants, bromeliads, and people. I have included pic-

tures of some of their award winning bromeliads and a few of Moynaôs photographs. She 

enjoyed photography and contributed many photos to the FCBS.org website. 

 Ed worked in the Miami-Dade school system for many years and was highly es-

teemed.  Moyna was born in England and retained her beautiful and popular English ac-

cent. They were married for 45 years.  

 I attended my first BSSF show in Miami in 1977 and met the Princes on the 

grounds of Fairchild Gardens. The last time I was in Miami, I talked with Moyna. Since 

she was a widow, she and her son sold their houses and purchased one together. She was 

very happy with the arrangement and being able to live with her family. I will always re-

member her happy face as she talked about her family. Moyna is survived by two sons and 

four grandchildren. We extend our sympathy to her family in their loss. 

I Love  Bromeliads...by Carol Wolfe, Editor 
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Billbergia pyramidalis 

By Tom Wolfe 

 Billbergia pyramidalis commonly called the hurricane 

plant has been in cultivation longer than any member of this ge-

nus. I had been growing bromeliads for several years when a re-

porter from the local newspaper called and wanted to know about 

the hurricane bromeliads. At that time I had no clue what they 

were until I later discovered it was Billbergia pyramidalis because 

they always came in bloom during hurricane season. True to form, 

when the first hurricane of the 2024 season, Debby, was an-

nounced, they began to bloom in  the yard and we begin to see 

beds of them blooming around Tampa, 

 Billbergia pyramidalis was introduced into cultivation in Europe from southern 
Brazil in 1815. It is still one of gardenerôs 
favorite plants due to its easy propagation 
and blooming cycle despite of the fact that 
itôs bloom is short lived, seldom exceeding 
two weeks. 
 There are four varieties of this 
plant. In variety pyramidalis, the sepals are 
red and the flowers are red tipped with 
iridescent blue. Variety concolor differs 
from the type plant in that its petals are 
entirely red. Don Beadle was always on a 
search for B. concolor. This variety is rare 
so if you find one, preserve it for future 
propagation. Another form of pyramidalis 
is Kyoto. The leaves of this form are more 
narrow and are marginated with a creamy 
white which makes it a very attractive 
looking plant. This variety was imported 
into California from Japan. The other form 
is controversial is striata which has been 
renamed as B. pyramidalis Fosterôs striata 
which has variegated foliage with longitu-
dinal striped of blue, green and ivory. In 
todayôs garden this is a very commonly 
grown species. If you plant it at the base of 
the tree, it will climb the tree and create an 
impressive display of bright red blooms in 
August and September of every year. 
 

Photos Wolfeôs yard  
By Carol Wolfe 



FLORIDA COUNCIL OF BROMELIAD SOCIETIES Page   6 

Stephen Hoppin congratulating  
Bryan Windham  

Admiring the Show 

2024 World Bromeliad Conference  
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2024 World Bromeliad Conference  

Morris Henry Hobbs Best in Show Artistic 
Billbergia Darth Vader  
by Kathy Risley  

Best Neoregelia    

Neoregelia Legend by John Boardman          

Mulford Foster Best of Show Horticulture 
Pitcarnia burle-marxii  
by Bryan Windham   

Best Aechmea  

Aechmea phanerophle-

bia   

Best Tillandsia 

Tillandsia Classic Rouge  

by Terrie Bert  

Winners Head Table  
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Deuterocohnia brevifolia  

by Chip Jones   

xSincoregelia Magna Blaze  
by John Boardman  

Neo. Royal Orleans  
by Tom Ramiccio 

Goudaea Ospinae gruberi 

'Streaker' by Terrie Bert 

xSincoraea species 
by Tropiflora 

Billbergia Cannalin 
Rouge 

By Terrie Bert 

Quesnelia  
 óTim Plowmanô 
by John Boardman 

Dyckia Eyelash 
By Bryan Windham 

Neo. silvomontana  

by John Boardman 

2024 World Bromeliad Conference  
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Sincoraea ulei  
by Bryan Windham  

Aec. Conner  
by Lee Magnuson  

Navia lactea  
by David Sand 

Aec. organensis 
'Freckles'  

by Barb Gardner  

Neo. Kryptonite  
by Tom Ramiccio  

Vriesea Pink Delight 

By John Boardman 

Dyckia goehriegii                      

by Lee Magnuson 
Neo. Flame On                            

by Terrie Bert 

Till. hondurensis                        

by Ray Lemieux 

2024 World Bromeliad Conference  


